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, Cis R
For 211 games: Tuss 30 larcn Bigh ... 20p this and most subsequent

issues, 80 long 23 the size remains at
/. ? ten pages. ' .

Your credit is 4 Y
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¥

gBJ—JSOp inc map 1829 - £1.00
Diplomacy - £1.00 Vaya IT - free
Abstraction - 75p anything else?

This is high / low / pitiable.

Productorial Address

Peter Doubledey . , Pleese note that if your credit is above
302 Lordswood Rd Phone 3,00 you are cntitled to one free gamestart.
Birmingham (021) 429 4109 . _Bach extra pound in credit gots another f
B17 SAN . free gamestart. oo
. . ki excluded, of coursc - you think I
< can afford freo maps??
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Urgonic Lettercolumnn

At the end of another mail-less week, I was flattened this morning by the huge and very
entertaining NiR! lettercolumn, which now occupies pride of place in the zine; sO much
g0 that Brian will be using a guest letter—-column editor next issuc ( guote from
Richard Walkerdine : 'Please don't mention p¥Ri too often though; there's no need
to eheapen yourself in this way'. fair enough, guv - still, don't knock free
publicity).,This merely reminded me thoet 1 nave foew if any letters to type, which is a
bit of & pain because I burnt up all my week's mania in an inexplicable burst at lunch
today and don't sec tﬁgs igsue peing particularly inspired, No vomit this time, lads;
if you still need your -monthly- fix,” 1'11 scnd it under separate brown-paper covor.
Therefore, Jusy to be lazy,-l.snall use waat lotters I've got at random points in the
zine; 80 dgn't- look. for even the ugual amount of lucidity and coherence.

" Une other problem about this 1ssSue is that this week sces the VUSU and JCR elections
- tho Uxford-wide and JUl-nafrow student bodies respcetively. This duesn't affect me,
does. it? T mean, os an establisamihtarian anarcho-syndicalist (ete) I despise all
hacks,.. Unfortunatcly, for reasons beyond my control, like beer-hyped, deranged, tired
and- cmotional mcgalomania and dysfunction of the pelitical medulla, I scem to be
personally involved in both, Tomorrow I hawk circulars for the Rampant llackerel dshtray
party- (come on you trendy pscuds: you can identify tne reference), which is fair enough,
becausé the p*csidgntidl candidate happens to be a personal fricend of mine (what otherr
typc 1s therc?). e is running on o platform including the proposition that Uxford
shall bBe declared an clectron-free zone (let's sce the Law Lords try to guash that onc!)
and as you might expuct ig tic only serious candidatc in the clection. Who would
seriously glect QLory or Lobuur un student councils? Both are adamant that they arc not
running on o party political basis but on student-oricnted manifestoes, so why stick
to party namcs? Because thire are cnough creting in wxford that will vote for the party
rather than the candidate, that's winy. Tho soi-disaent policies in the manifustoes are
as vague as onc might expect ziven that wibl does notning anywsy; specifics tend to be
thot "UUSU must have more control uver JUhs" ((why?)) or that "as Conservatives we
will have better communications with tac government'({(though not any real influence) ),
Bettor still, we're promisca another 'Ragnarock' festival. For this I pay moncy? Are
they likcly to get Springstecn? Tho whole tuing revolves wround the CV, a cynicnl little
device to list spurious acaicvements and to claw a bettor position in the rat-race. No
wonder British management is su puxys sack the lot and run industry by computer. Thanks
to the CV, job applicants arc able to convey a totally falsc picture of their ability.
Indeed, apart from tne Prusident's rooms, the only reason to stand for office in the
JCR is for the cntry on tae @V. ,

Did I say that? I, the man standing for JUL treasurer? It has already involved me

in o day of votc-catening and discussion, and may take o furthcr slice of my time this
woek. I think the reason 1'm standing is tnat the sight of a JCR monned by dribbling
incompetunts as at present gives me dyspepsiz, L hope 1'm not post-rationslising the
degirc to enter the job on ag by-‘After all, tlagdalen JUK has a budget in the region
of £40,000, and in tho hands of politically 'awarc' gurus this is an cwful lot of money
to go down the drain on dumb couses. If I win 1 shall be bored out of my skull by
committce mectings, but at lewst it ives me the chance to bc gratuitously rude to mv
opponent, Therc is very 1ittle tnat any student budy cun do . Ag a gencrddly despised
body, VUSU does cven less. 1 cen vouen for this, being the political cgont for the
Rampant Mackersl ashtrays; tnrillingly; 1 was -privileged-to be—present at a mecting of-
its supreme executive, whigh overdcalic the luck of any kind of central direction in
ord sr to cram a wnole host of decisions into thirty brief minutes. The hustings at
Merton were moved back .from 8.00pm to 7.50pm. 211 prescnt agreed that the NUS rep
candidatos would not neca to Do present at luncotime nustings. and that was it. It sooms
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Thine Game Two RAT15583  ra 2...

What, you meon this.gamc relics on dices? I hhousht that sort of thing went out with
Monopoly. 1 may ‘be too cuol to allow thnie to continue. : :

The throws for round two as omitted last issue woere 5, 3, 6. Three plavers sent
me builds for eignteen points, for wnich uany thonks. dowever, 1'm holding this gome
back until 1 get stand-by oracrs from Lraig riles, whp has kindly offoered to rewnlace
the recoleitrant Terry dill. 1'11 sond the adjudication in a week; all players arc
weleome to cannge tinsir orders. Last hex built by your cumpany 3
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the meeting went on for two mure hours after that, but at that point t{e inside of my

lunzs felt a cons1dﬂrab1u craving for clear air. I can talk rubbish with the best of
them, but I do rather like to et sumething done,

So I'm not as dissolute ac I'd like to appear, even thoush I spent a solid nine
hours last Ikriday stune drunk. I can't afford to be that inattentive to reality, and
this is true of edaiting a magazine as well. You may have wondered why I'm bothering
with the Thingat all, since I obviously don't intend to run a games empire. As usual,

I have no clear answer tod myself; but one major thing that will 'keep me going untiil I
get through University is the Job experience it gives me. Yep, it's the old CV again,
though at least I can get some engoyment out.of this entry. bssentially, if I want to
get any sort of a journalistic job when 1 graduate, and I may well do, I should really
be gaining experience on one vf the rags that uxford's talentless prose-hacks delight
ing but I can't stand the waste of timc nor the appaling mental effort in getting
round jumped-up wimpo cditors and & cnronic absence of news, so I'm doing- this instead.
T ¢ 51111 need to attend to maus—aphcal and s0 on; as this month's 'nutty. buts loveable'
lbtter has 1t ; L ' '

Len Gcorge "John Norris' advice to you seems eminently practical. I don't know
Middx John's background" - civil service - "but I am now involved in teaching
o - lending principles to bank-managers and potential bank-managers.
Viability of projects and assessing the demand for customers' products is nart. of
my job. I think the same way as Joan:- there is an obvious way to survive and
expand by mceting the demana Tor Jricketbess etc,

You may not have had to compromisc with the world yet, except for shop-assistants
and scouts,but it will bc necessary. for you to do so. The alternative of everyone
having to do things your way is unacceptable in terms of total social cost.. In the
case of Thing I doubt that you will compromise and it may remain a very intercsting
minor production for this reason," ‘ _

Yes, it's Doubleday the menace to society again., What will my probation .officers

think? Yet again I've put my metaphorical foot in it and given a wrong impression of
my activities; actually, 1 live a life even morc dreary tnan those of my readers, as
any cex-uxbridge student knows. 1 cannot afford tne time to rampage all over the place,
and anyway a nhost of actions like the 'T-shirt' incident would be unspeakably sordid.

"Pat on head - ee lad 'twas different in my day. L wish you well but you don't

know you're born" - yes, trne image is a problem, probably most off-putting to
newcomers if not all-Cowmcrs. &s sdrian Lolton says, L am possibly tac iobhy mcmber least
recognisable frow my writing: pass the carpet slippers and pipe, Jeeves

doubledeadliﬁedoubledeadlineduublcdeadlineaoublcdeadlincdoublodeadlincdoubledoadline

> Came rour - Jus ep you ur toes. Game Three nex 270,
Thin just to keep you on your toes. Game Thre t pase

In fact, for various reasouns including false information and illegibility, I've -
cocked the addresses up. sorry, Wilwen! In such circumstances I'm glad to accede to
the gencral demand for a double deadline, 80 moves in next tame 10 you haven't sent
them already. vrders on file may be changed. New addresscs:

A Chrastie Jane Steers: 67 dendham Rd, Tooting, London SW17

E Dave tuson ¢ (Term) L7 sateson dell, dary Hosc vt, Alec Rose Lanc, Portsmouth,

- : . Hampshire PU1 2BL
(dome) 6 Gaveston brive, bperknawpstead, derts, HP4 131

F.Les lazlowood: 159 Pincwood Urlvc, ﬁﬁrtley Green, Birridngham

G Julicn Shepley: Shackleford douse, Shmcklbford Godalming, Surrey GU8 64X

T John Wilman : 378 High St, ly ', Lamps, UB7 4L1 {Phonc Ely 2392)

B Chris Gordon: 63 Festing wwad, Portsmouta, Hants
(dome) 12 Ulebe rd, Cleethorpes, Sth Humberside (from 26 March)

T Hierel Bateman:s 65 festing Za, dboulasen, Portsmouth; Hants,

A Dolchstoss record is claimed for the number of mistakes, forced and
unforced, made before the Lok is ecven sterted. Plcase check all addresses
carbfuliy. Ags one player nas cleverly observed, B end T do indecd live in the
same houses surely players of your colibre can Zot round this dlolom%tlcully
1'm alrcady getling coafiwential ruports on progress - kecp it upt

_3)_




' . “ C .
"It may be just about possible that you could gain an evcr-widening recadership for

your writing in Tainz, but 1 believe taat this 'is not as likely as your finding better
poseibilitics of an audience in otacr fields and eventually folding for that reason'

Precn, preen... -but Len, the only other field currently open to me is that of the
College magazine, and thc audience for that is not the sort that L could bear to
cultivate, "I may not be good at Lit Crit, but 1 know sufficient to sce that this
level of writing won't get me anywhere professionally. Any offers?

"PS Do you think that Gliing at all is prostituting your talent?"

No, Un the evidence of game four any old slag -has a morc marketable commodity
than is my Giling, but 1 intend to perscvere, This is a games-zine, dam yo eyes. And
to prove this, and to answer wavid Watts, ' ~
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Can there be any of you out there wio don't know how wonderful this game is?
Lvidently there must oe, since my waiting list is moving like the APT; so I1'11 say
a fow words for the defence. . c o

Trains are boring, aren't tacy?¥ who can put his hand on his heart and honestly
doclarc that he has never wanted. to cut the tongue out of a train-spotter? 1 know I
can't. Nonectholess, trains are a very good subject for games, becausc they provide
a clear network and easily defined objectives. Rail Baron is mervellous face-to-face,
particularly when it cncourages the more senile members of tne congrcgntion to sing
songs from old thusicals about the Alsbi') tac Rock lsland Line and.so on., Postally,
the game suffers from lack of taisg immedicey. un the other hand, 1829 is a much
better game postally, confrary to puolic opinion., 1t no longer takes all day, and
the necessary curtailiment of absolute information results in an intercsting
tactical challenge which is lacking in the face~to-face version., FtF decisions are
fairly mechanical, since any .experienced player will know a good buy when he sces
on¢ - namely, the big three in gendral; the absence of dice is not nccessarily good,
because it results in an almost tedious predictability. Give the postal game a try;
I have a moribund list open. o ‘

Railway Rivals is casily the best of the 1lot, postallys; only the postal game
balances the dice offects and forethought properly. You can still lose irritatingly,
though, as 1 have proven in tne past by pmactical c¢xperiment; however good your
network, a bad set of runs can cripple you, and this can leave you at the mercy of
the dice. This is wherc 'freight rivals' comes in; I shall be watching the game just
started in Ude with great interest. I am convinced that the running system, with a
1ittl. train that moves round tne bvard continually picking up and depositing loads,
will sort out the mor. cfficient networks betler,

o® 0000000000080 0006809000000 060000 ©90000000ec000 00

Thing Game Three (Voice 10) barce, farcc, moans incxpert Gil...

JAALALA ARIPEALRD | IRE, [ PRAERD 4 [Pk AED 41 PAERADS ] M&r)g/w;&w () B £ bt g A
England J.laruso) Wikd Fs (i‘_-i\l(J ,(Nwd , As (Lon), (StP st unordered
Fronce (resigns duc to luck of interest) F(Lp%}, ¥(Por), F(MAU), is (Bel), (3ur)

st unordercd. Grrr!
Germany (I.Giles) Fs {war), (S€d), 4s (tlo1), (rawn), (Pru) 211 st unordercd MMRY
Italy (4. 'ilero! W3?30“>@F Sm)=bone; #(1u8)-aus ; P(Nap)-IuS; A(Ven)-Apu; A(Tvo)-Ven
Fussia (anarchy) ¥(Swe), A(Mosj sl unordered ‘ N
Turkey (M, 'Hero! vantle) A(oev) S a(hum) M3 A(Bul); #Con) 8 A(Ank)_smy
Austr‘la (RoPratt) A£(Bud)-Euu ; r‘(u;e)s A(Ser)-Bul ; a(War)S i(Vie)-Gal ; A(Tri)-Vie
Retreat . talian ¥(Smy )=k o

A pox on the lot o! yel hay got nis orders in this morning: hence the typing
mishmash. bngland is bound to drop out, but what about Germany? Unless lan
continues, I propose a three-way draw I/T/4: no vote = ggreement. JFree game?
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vther variants of hailway hivals may conceiwably improvc upon the oriJipal Two
that Lavid Watts has included in Hun are 'Leapfrog' and 'wconomic'., In the former,
each player has a Spe01i¢ed number T of leaps over adjdining track owned by another J
playér; these leaps may be up to three nexes-in length. -Surely this must soon bhecome
the acceptednorm for the 'nilly' boards like 4,G,i and” U; the ooporfunlty for invasion
of other players' monopolies, which is oné ‘eof the majoxr Skllls of the game, is
suitabty increased. on suca boards: 1n Lcunomlc the players sumbit tenders for each
of the runs; the lowest. tender on'a run has two trains, the next lowest one., Extra-
realistic:though this is, I cannot claim to have the:faintest idea how it plays- the
only game I tried, HR99C, 1 lost conV1n01ng1y miserably.

Related to the 'bconomic' variant is the 'Doubleday' variant. This was, alas,
invented by Steve, and has never seen the light of dey. The idea is to merge RR
with 1829; companies are fluated, and the money that they make goes either into the
company coffers or into the pocketo of tneir wvenal dirvectors. Capltallst swine! This
is perhaps the most promiging variant dialectically e speaking, whichiisg I mean like
where ity ay,ennit? Lven that -enemy of the people deid Watts claims’ that'RR is a
teaching aid. The whole idea sounds-great fun and wil} probably be- too’ complicated
to work at all; please, anybody, show some positive interest before next issue, and
I'11 dig out the relevany issue of ualllmau‘_l 1o, copy out the ‘rules,

That only’ roally leaves me with Klelnstaaterb; a pretentious, little variang
which I really must get around to devising. The idea is that players.own .a town in
Germany and build out of it as normal; but, while revenue comes from the railway,
thé object is to conguer as many of tie otner cities as possible. This is done in
Diplomacy fashion, witn armies wnizzing along” the rail network. The whole caboodl is

'set in the time'of tae Zollverein, or arouhd 1815-1848, However, when it comes to

putting flesh. on these bones 1'm afraid L've 'been a little lax. Ther dare ‘no books
on the finances of the time that 1 xnow of, so 1 s.all probably have 10 make the
fiscal system up. Ho problem, really; what does get tricky is thdt, in the period in
question, Prussia enclosed more than nalf of Germany, and what's morc the Austrian

Empire had influence over mucu Of tne rest, Buth of these historical facts are going

to make 'Klcinstaaterei' a bugger to design for the uverman map, which has towns
awkwardly zrouped for the purposes of .this-variant. Wcll I shall éndeavbur to solve
these problems over the forthcoming nvlidays., . L "
' In other. words, there are several possibilities in nh thot haven't even Been
cxplored by the inventor as yet. Lven if we restrict vurselves to the standard game,
it is still a-popular pastime to design new maps. L have a spoecial intcrest in this,
not because I have my own map, but because the only game I won was on John Iarsden's
'L & M' map. It is an interesting map, aud its defects serve'to-hi@hligh% the proble
in ‘map-designingsi s
There has to be a wmajur challenge té the playcrs. un the 'L & ™' this is the
linkage of Livcrpool and fianchester, by far the two most important toWns with
valuable linkagce routes on the side. Yhese latter are 1mpeded nflnc1pa11y by the
Mersey caral, wnich divides truck up nicely. S
Eﬁgnbalaﬁée of mouﬂiains/hills is very tricky. un the 'L M' the centre of the
‘board is devoid of these obstacles, which makes thc task of establishing an
efficicnt route so much easicr, and wrecks what might be skilful efforts’ to
“-ostablish a monopoly in any valuaole region, un other boards the excess of hills
can inhibit any real cavice as tu the expansion of the network: this is in my
upinion the worsc eviler : " ” T
Designerg must chocse a suitable area for tne map with care. I know this sounds
obvious, but most dosigners are soppy train-froaks, grrrr, and go for an area
becausc it was important historie¢ally. In the contéxt of-a gam( with hindsight,
meps like G are pretty fatuous affairs whin played ' stralbht As Uavld admits,
the best games are U, b, and pecrhaps L and ¥, waere the- bdlanﬂe of terrain is
Jjust subtle enoubh to posu tne pluyels dWKW&Id qunstlon‘ at every turn.

Right, I hope I aaven't been tuvo ovoring thpre"l hopc to stimulate either some
discussion or some interest ain the lb waiting listé, which arc probably easicst to £il1l.
Richard Walkerdine complains that he-isn't intercsted in dither of the two maps on
offer; I wave wombat-puaenda at his nosc. To'him and others I say, if.you don't like
whatson offer; ask for soucthing clse; the-waiting lists are all my own work so far,
because "no-one nas. Yh, and Ricnard suggests o bourses any takurs? Rules available
on reguest, ,
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The Divine Invasion

Dear Rgader. in olden times, when zines bure namcs 11ke '"Frigate' and 'Grafeti!
and were even more illegible and dull tnen they are now (yus, it is posulblc) the
approach to filling out the pagces was different., vftentimes the privileged subscriber-
ship would -cluster round games reports in which. they had not the slightest interest,
filled with appalling press and directed by vacuous minds. In those far-off days
no-one knew that Raines Fark even existed, much less that it was of any intercst; Joy
Division was but a whisper on tne deranged mind of a suicidal maniac, and no-one
suspected that one day would come tae great lMessiah, Amy whose decds lie in the Book
of Reggae.,

Gentle Reader, do yvu know what inspired those carly pionecers to turn briefly
aside from Diplomacy and to dabble in the Black Art of creative writing?

Sciecnce Fiction. ' .

Yet, now, that interest is almost extinct. It is, therefore, with grcat pride that
I bring you news that even the great Piggot, he who knows all or at least a dam’
sight more tham we mere mortals, possesses. In twelve to ecighteen months' time, a

new mega-talent will burst onto tne scene with a novel looscly based.on SF,

Naagh, it isn't me, worse luck. The namc to look for is F.J.Dunstan, an 0ld friend
. from school, whose first novel will be published by Yontana early next year; look
out for it.

There is, of course, no connection between the forcgoing and the 1atpst book from
Phil Dick, whose title is as above. He "takes a giant step along a vector he has
long been trovwlllng, and may oe p01nt1ng the way to the new c¢xtended SF of the post-
1980 period", according to Noruwan Spinrad. 1 object tou this, I picked Dick up on his
earlier style, which was essentially as a master of the extended conceit. Because he
was a hack-writer during the late '50s and early '60s, much of this early work bears
the hallmark of rush and sloppincess, and often leaves the reader with no clue as to
how the conceit will be resolvea until Dick finally decides to wrap it un and rush it
to the printers. Bven at his most irritating then, however, Dick remained cendearing;
the story wes good, clean, compelling fun, even if it was usually meaningless.

With Yhe Divine Invasion Dick takes up where he loft off in VALIS, on thc other end
of the spectrum, and 1'm bound to say that I don't approve of this new 'vector', The
book starts promisingly enougn, with & scene-setting involving the colony. world
CY}O-CYEOB and cryonic suspension. #s usual, there is no 'hard' explanation of these
featurcs; they just exist. 3ut where ca rllur worgs go. on to weave a web of tangled
perception around this pnrfunctory framework, DI goes back to thc easy mysticism of
VALIS, This was a book I found very diffioult to struggle through, since mysticism idnt
really my scene; 1 leave the self-indulgent sophistry that Hagbard Celine so loved to
Tamlyn. As in the earlier work, Dick uses tnc Judaco -Chrlutlwn tr%dltlon and mixes it
with so many other arcanc sources that it is extremely difficult for even the informed
reader to keep up. 4nd why snould he? all Dick is doing is setting his own internally
justifiable rcligion up from any knowledge he has. This is not in itself a recipe for
a good novel, as VALIS proved, waen it cventually wound to a cohclusion with Dick's
schizophrenia apparently cured, 1n an earlicr novel, whose title I forget, he sketched
the religion very quickly and then went about the business of using it to explore the
inner minds of crew aboard a doomed spaceship who escaped their predicament by communal
-dreams ~ great -fun, if without depth. &t least in DI hehas -some sort- of -a -story-to
tell other than thce workins of tne religion, but it is a sadly deformed one.

The simple rcason for this 'breakthrough' into a new style of SF is that Dick's
brain is addlced with drugs. In the past, drugs were at the centre of his novels,
such as 'Flow my Tears', whosc plot relies entirely on a special type of drug. How
did Dick know sbout drugs? - because he¢ was pumping them into himself at a vast rate.
Un recovering, he 'got' religion; not in any cunventional scnse, but as an intense
desire to cxplain and to tie togother all the religions of the world. His two latest
books, thercfore, arce filled with the type of mystical crap that he derided in the
mouths of his drugged characters in Through a Scanner. The conceit now takes over
the story, rather than being uscd as a device within it: Yahweh cmerges triumphant
from DI, rathervthan as a figment of & doranged imagination,

This timc Dick makes o real gu of ti.ning the book into a novel. In order to

roduce gome suspense, he maxes Yanweh something short of omnipotent - an impaire :d
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idea, although we know hu 11 win in the end - he's the good guy, isn't he?, Seripture
tells us he will, doesn't it? - and & mysticol chK is not the sort to ignore Scripture,
not when he weaves in strands from the Yalmud, the Uecronomlcon, you noane it, Yot that
thig ruins the book; it' 8 mucn like wdtching a chcap‘but satisfying Spaghbttl Western.
Yet because the dugroe to waoh Yanwel {2lls short of omnipotence is entirely arbitrary,
*“Dick is free to.usc 'magic' to cscape from any awkward corundrum that the plot leaves
him. There is. ho nCld to look further for a dovice to onter larth's %irspaée despite
the Upponent than by using tnc Voice of Lontrol. At points, therefore, I am left with
o sense of deep dissatisfaction. -
" Apart from the cathartic cffect it obviously nas on hlS craziness, it is not
casy to sece quite what the point of the book is, If it didn't suffer from such cardboard
characterisation, 1'd say it cxplor»d the reaction of ordinary pcople (1ndecd, in the
case of thc neo-Joscph, parandid pOOplP) to the immanence of the godhead (immanence -
good, improssive word that; 1 slweys thought Shec and Wilsop used it to cover up a
spot where their theology WUnt shaky). The nco-Mary has some neat lines as she bemoans
the normal pains and inconvenicvnces of the pregnancy which she is forced to endure. In
point of cht ghe is the most complex and fruitful character by far; but she occunies
less than a quarter of the book )ufOru she is killed off, The neo-Joseph is more of a
papier-mache charactcr: when bick can't cover a parallcl in dctail, he resorts to a
deus ex machina, such as the blinding pink lizsiht of the carlicr Vqub t0 announcc the
immanencc,. dis prescnce secms an oxcusc lqr}cnu androcentric chk to concentrate on the
winning of the lox (a female singor) as a prize. Y-wn. Nonc of the haddios are of any
depth, and the two halves of the godhead arc merely pctulanf little kids for the vast
part of the book. ’ ‘

If, on the|othcr hand, thc oovck is o story of thé conflict between good and ovil,
all well and vood. except that otephen Yonaldson does it so much more powerfullv, and
without resorting overmucn to the pill of mysticicm.

un, what the hell - go out and buy it; in paperback it's only £1.50, and overall
it retains much of the old compelling Vick style, which was noticcably absent in VALIS,
At. least with a subjuct so profound VYick has every obportunily to come up with some
entertnining plot ideas: I love tac idea of the devil being locked up in thoe bhody of
a goat in o New York oo, and am also hoppy to sece the old, strain of purallel worlds
rcturnp, as it transpires that our own world is not the actual world until neor the end
of tho book. Whatever otner defects the book has, it usually avoids that niéglinq fault
that S books and storiss cn God have: I bleeding defined Him, didn't I, and He'11

_behave preciscly as 1 tell Him to, Truly such an attitude, common in the hands of
twhta such as Moorpook, is one of Holeir-thon-fhou. Yhe one real worry I have is that
this is the second book of a trilogys oth.rwisc why would he take peins to ecunte God
with VALIS, uh we, Dick has written cnough for an ordinary roader like mé not to have
real grounds [or complaint. 1 only hope that this rush of myotical blood to the head
doesn't proclude the publicut;bn in vraboeda of all his other works, such as bonf ssions
of o Crap Artist, which L naven't read yet,
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Now that he hasn't won his Imusty solt, I expect I can confidently go ahcoond and print

The Jonathan Palfrey Lettercoluwan

~

ufth 211, I can't be said to have arrived until I've done 'so, can IT With this
in mind I wrotb to him asking QUltN vihnt being brought up in o former frlcun colony
had becn like, and this is wnat he said: . o
i "L 11vuu in o Jrltl%n ¢olony for only two ‘or three years; ligeria became indebendant
when I was le, and my & morlus from that timc are very blurred now. Subscquwntly,
Africa becamc toadlly sore corrupt, scedy and dangurous. I wouldn't want to put the
clock back, cven if it could be donc, but I have no wish to be an uawelcome guest in
n s5till somi-proémitive countxy. Perhaps --fica will be o friendly, pleasant country

sometime in the future; but £ tnink 1'11 ve o0ld or dead by then. 1've acclimatised
to England pretty well by now. s
I regard this as yet one morc pisce of evidence thot colonialism was, on balance,

., Good Thing, and that we anandoned our 1pron31u111t1uo tqut bit too early. Yne of
my college friendsshas rbﬂutlvcs who return from Migeris ov-ry go often joyously
spreading tales of :c;ing wact looxpd like wellington boots at the side of the road,
but which turned out to be scvered black limbs; or of ithe 9till smoking remnants of
a quaint system of justice - it appecrs tant villagers cannot trust the police to
deoal with brigands adecuately , this being a form of crime rife in the country outside
Lagos, and so raother than turning those they capture over to the police, they stack
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up é pile of old Tixuu'and place the offender insides then thcy set the whole thing a
alight..,, vf course, these witnesscs are self-confessedly as right-wing 25 hell (I
wonder why tho foreign office and relatca institutions clwayo seem to bo 80 staffod?)
but this doesn't mean that the whole thing is o tissuc of lics. Decoloniclisetion may
well prove to be the one big blotch on the rocord of an otherwise bt@ad17y improving
JSritish colonial system; 1 mpintain that this is because of an over-zimple iden that
all people wewo essentially the soince s0tt of cnap under the skin, whercas I subseribe
1e the heresy tast wogs cte are not only at 2 dlffpr>nt stoge in cultural devolopment,
but are also prisoncrs or their own nlstory to such an cxtont that they are not as
adept at running their own country as we would be, Yes, the use of the opprobrious term
'wog' back there was deliberatcely tﬁotclubs, offpns1vu, and provoxing. The world is
too full of weakkkneed w1mpy 1lb6ru1b for ite own good, .ind on a differcent, but still
tastcless, tock, here!

- . ) i
Malcolm " Thc rcason 4 called Thing 'The Shit on the Doorstep' was that
Smith recently the lasses aext door have been victimised by some mega-perverts

(ulcvbl nd) who kept putting snit through the letter-box. vn the last occasion some
chaps broke into the front room, crapp=d on the floor and used the lace
curtains as toilet papcr. Ugnhnt "
wr, yes, thankyou i4alé. sot to be outdone, I counteur with tha nausenting story of
strange Christmas gouings-on in an uusalubrious pérf of Brum ast festive scason, when
one merry japer stuffed five yards of net curtain down his lavatory for roasons
unknown, cousing a certain amount of distress to his neighbours. vne wrs p all

;Christmas bve bailing out the raw scwage that was pouring into his bath ... Perhaps

we necd coloniacl rule by the Higerians?

-0

So vou want to know who the upper class arc

Your noble cditor is in an ideal position to study the bastards at length (arm's
or otherwisc), After Christ@nurcn, wnicli is so cnuck-full of Htoninns that it makoes
you think of taking the old mustord gas out of culd storage and continuing where
the Bosch left off, Magdalen 1s depressingly Public School oricntated., The difference
in tradition is .largcly based on religion, for my estcemed colloge has a long record
of High Church Anglicanism which has lcd to the famlllar corruption of the namc, now
pronounced 'Maudlin'. Christ Church wen do not give a fort for their religion, despite
being in posscssion of the uxforda cathedral. Their preforred moniker is 'The House',
which for immatces is transposcd into 'The Haise' or some similor garbled pronuncin tlon.
Still, wherc I cannot fill in the details of that loathsome ckngss from my own experionce,
I can always fall back on tae notable fact that upper-class types in Magdalen tend to
assoeiate with their fellows in the lousc.

Such thoughts arc prumpted by an unfortunate 1n01dcnt I suffered soon after the
1ast Thing. Celebrating the publication of wy fricnd's book in the timoc-honourad .
fashion, I found mys.1lf at two v'clock in ‘tdc morning in Mev College Cloisters, slightly

. tho worse for wear, with six men on top of me, This of cousse is terribly thrilling if

you happen to be into thnet particular scenc, but I'm not, and in any case the main gist
of their assault was to 'debay' me, Unlike the similoar-spounding process to.which
computers arc subjected, tais is not o beneficial coxperience, 1 object; I object
violently; %hd if thoere nad been rotacr féwer adversories I would have hangoed their

_fucking heads togethvr. is 1t was, after apbout fiftecn exhausting m1nut«s I found

myself compelled to climb the Garden Gate (15! high) in order to retrieve my trousers.
while slightly drunk this is no laugning ugttor, Beither is it amusing that I had to
repeat the process to get baex to the room where I had 'left raw copiés of the Thing,
and once more to get out of college, fudlowed by o lcthal oviernnng and o drop of .about
cight feet. Mor, again, was L amuscd by tne strecam of blooa that ran from mJ glashed

neck onto my collar — "It's only tuc sort of thing you'd gt while shaving", they said,
(but with an clectric razo or?) und 1 st1ll hove a kind of duclling ucwr to remind me.
What I particularly distiked was tae nurt distaste thoy professcd - "We were only

having a bit of fun'; but_ I wulte obviously did not rogerd it as a bit of fun from the
start. Given the chance, 1 would cuubxiully bent tneir hecds in.

Uver-r :action, you siy. Perinaps; L am aware that one is supposed to takc these
affairs in a mood of lovity and indulgence, Nonctheless, this is the sort of thing
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that I associate most wita public schoolboys: thougntless pronkstership and self-in
indulgence, The sort of thing, in fact, tnet thiir gome er excellence, Rughy, is
designed to appease. Who has not qutou to cruncn somcoune's skull uudur steel toecaps

in the case of onc otherwisc dispicnble ac unint-nce, fracturing his skull critically)?
TS dcliver a saashing ta Cklb that snaps legs or knces like twigs? But honest, you
snivelling littlc turd, it's 2ll in fun, @ll in the spirit of the gamc. Don't bolive

any man who t¢lls you that tiac joy of hugoy'is in the poctry; -no-one wants to be in the
thrge—qumrter line, they want Lo be waerc the ‘action-is going down, in the ruck And ,
maul. - : ‘ '

ind in 1ts own way hugby is a-very cnaracter-moulding game., Public schoolbrats come

out of their education with the full cppreciation that 1ife is unf-ir and thot you'd
better screw the bastards into the ground. Whae one obvious joint' charscteristic of
public scoolboys of my acguaintance is tnat they arc heavily self-contred. In the
gencral case this means a rather cynical 'subscribal to tne-Conservative assovciation,

or, if"l gburt Public is o trenay, to tne Social Democrats, Donald Jenkins, the
archetypal upper-class twit wno is still nere largely on tae basis of a miracle and

the long-suffering noture of Hwaanitics exominers, has migrated from trodsurcr of

the Monday Club (in uxforu, real sie, heil’ socds) to scmi~convinced Social Democrat.
"I regret to say that Donald is a personzl friend, 'because politically 1e is an

imbecile, and ne is given tO moking use of othcr" cnvtional-crisés to persunde them

to help hlm leaflet various dubious cazuses; other thon that, the troubles of other
students do not seem to tax him unduly. ht the other eytremc, we have Franciw, .
G.t.D.: Fitzgibbon, a vhampagne wociznlist. This means tnal he professes the overthrow

of the decadent capitalist'state and ot one ond the-same time spends his lavisn

income on caampdgne parties with similur fagecist thug fricnds . He, agﬁin,‘has no

concern for other people, but is quick to take offince %huula you mnke passing rumbus
outside his room. uther wonders of the Public Schoul detritus include Peter Barnes,
an Bnglisa scholar wao got turough to a debating finol concerning Northern Ireland
whilst under the winsome misappreaension tast Ulster was o city rather then o province:
Paul 'You arc beneath my station, you tedious little man' Newman; and an endless list:
of similar shallow cretins. Dinner-jacketed dodos, tney strut around the better .
restaurants of uxford whining nasally about now the.state is busy removing ald -the
money that pater so justly innerited..ZTheir idea of a big social occasion is a "
cocktail party at which friends of a similar social standing lounge aroung talking
politely about nothing at all, -the diaea bein, to impose yourself on others rather than
té'impart information or opiniun; getting drunk is only decently to be done on champagne
and with luck there will be several 'secretaries' around to bed afterwards, This
futile and: obnoxious way of life 1s knuwn to the saner members of razdalen as
whaugh', because this-is roughly the sound tnat such parties emit. .

Members of the House o one vetter. Uaey tend to combine social inanity with a
Rugby, or Hearty, mentality, wiich means essentially, getting as permanently drunk as
possible and doing objectivnaole things. 4s an example, take the Rugby XV itself,
which has an attractive 1little pastime that goes under some such name as ’Pee&aboo'
The XV stands in the middle of tne main quad and strips off; .if they s$pot anyone .
watching them they will then shout. [Peeﬂaooo', invade their room, and beat tnem up.

: N ‘ - . - .
H ~

.[ - ,
Actually I can't say exactly what put me off +he upper classes as exhloltpd at
uxford; they do tend to band togetrher in g Loncrent vhole, but what they do is not
necessarily worse tnan what other students do, excevl in degree..They live lives
self-contained, uradventurous ana va éuely inane, Yerhaps I'm just' jealous, although
what of I wouldn t 'like to say. lhere are morc displeasing individuals around, but no
more displeasing group. Perhaps one of thne worst things about being at Magdalen is:
that there are a 1ot of taese peouple abiut, but there are compensations, and in any
case college life is so disparatc that one can often avoid runqlng into them for weeks
at a time. . :

'"whaugh-

-
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Last issue contained -a serious omission; I had becn asked by Alan Watson to
publicise the following games that ae is selling:

Airforce still scaled' - £7.50 " '
Title Bout (boxang) £7.00 - .

Circus Maximus £6,00 . X

Foreign bxchange £7.00

A11 are Avalon dill and the price "includes postage. 1 apologise for the cmission
st time, which made tne issue uncharacteristically chat-neavy.
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Sack page time acain, and 1 wonder what I can say? I must apologisé for the various
cocks-up that the games arc sullering ot tie moment; game threce is scarcely my fault,
but. I apologise anyway: you nced & scepegoat. The delay in production I attribute to
my completc inadequacy wita tine pletnora o1 duplicators at my disposal; it will not
necessarily recur, "

Do I really need to tell you that too vhapman is looking for ncw subscribers (and,
I expect, playgrs)? I 1 do, tanen you haven't been paying attention to whatever other
zines you get, More personable even taan Lweedy, more musically obscure than Birks,
calmost as artful ‘as Allaway (quantity, that is; what Lob does shows the obvious imprint
of one trained to the canves), hob runs a zinc that is hard to put down in cither sense.
Apply now at 7 Baymount, Paiynton, vevon 143 2Lu,

uUne thing that_.that has gust reminded me of, for no apparent reason, is the college
band; which drcadful as it sounds to my unmusical ears does at least rcjoice in the
name of Rococco Filth,. I include tnis mercly becausc the .name causht my fancy; I might
almost go.,along to a gig for ihe sake of tihe name along. vn yes, and I lost the clection
for JCR Tregsurcr, to an opponent who went to tue unpreccdented lengths of producing
a manifesto, I mcan, what can you say? fandom gems included the information that he °
had commitment to the couse vl accouatancy, naving kopt his personal accounts for five
years; we arc to continue the chneap-rate vatteries in the college shop; and his slogan,

’>]
"Try it - you'll like it.! ". That thais won is indicativc of th: gencral inanity of
gtudents and of the powcr of manifestoes. £h well - my next' job is fo distribute - h
leaflets advertising Toucon 1 around sundry parts of the university - thankyou, “alcraft,

but where am 1. supposcd to put the damn' things? It's probably too late to have much
effcet in any case. Then thore's arranging matches for the Cricket 3rd XI next term;
life is all-a bundle of fun. . .

Uutposts 11 arrives, and is much to be recommended for all intercsted in variants
or in RR, In an accompanying, aad rathcr difficult of comprehension letter, I learn
that my zine and letter style scems a bat like that of John Vodds, which I must say
nadn't struck me; and, more importantly, tnat:thcre is no visible 'variants boom'.
Thie-is possibly true, sincc tie only indication that 1've had of any such thing is
a plae to run Mcreator (no, no, a thousand times no! I find the game boring and compl-
icated enough mcrely in playing). 'the boom is largely en invention of editors who
should know better, and just gous to show how little one can trust a man as hazed as
Birks. I repeat for the venefit of unyone listening : I am willing to run any simple
and interesting variant,. if the¢ demand ig there; what about Multiplicity? I wouldn't
even mind playing in that one. The variant OG5 stands at... er .. there doesn't seem
to be onc, Androw. vutposts suftfers from the usual problem of lithoed zines: though
cven more attractively presented taan most, it comes in ready-to-los~ bits with no
clenr order to them. Andrcw himself is a rolitics student with distinet historical
~leanings, whicih contrasts nicely with me,; a iistory student with distinetly anti-
political leanings. 4ndrew Poole; 11 Upper Church Park, lambles, Swansea SA3 4DD,

Just what docs my study of Histury amount to, you would ask if you knew what
was good for you. #ell,-it's currcntly leading mc throush the political press of
the late seventcenth century, which is 'fascinating becausc in many ways it mirrors
the development od Diplomacy zines with readersnips only one order of magnitude higher,
You may well find yoursclf plagued with my furincr research on the subjoct in future
issuss, since unless I us¢ tais pathetic excuse 1 may nof cven do the rcading in the
first place, Birks, Snapman, Goocn, Lrecse, Swith ¢t al the spiritual inheritors of
Swift, Defoc and addison? Perhaps tnis isn't such a good idea after all.

Pushineg on to this montn's new zine, we come to 'Stick the knifc in'. What can I
gsay? 1 now losc the distinction of beins the youngest zine on.the morket, and what's
more Nigel McCab., at 15, comfortably outsaines me in dedication, He's already run
a gamc to Autumn 1904, althougn it appcars this may finish ncxt sgsenson. Une thing
that worrics me is the vaunting ambition; Nigel, with the insouciance of youth, has
elected to go WYUDA and to produce & Litho zine at 40p or 35p a shot. I don't think
this will work, and 1 would advisc Wigel to change to stoneil duplication very
Luickly; the demand for ncw zines, particularly thosc bascd on Diplomacy pure end
simple, is not impressively 1argc. Until sigel sots establisned, the overhends are
going to be crippling. fHelp tihv poor lad out withaa subscriptiq@; g;mefees arc waived,
Write to 214 Rashcliffe .ill, ~Locltwood, Huddersficld, D1 3ND

End of a page, cnd Of an Grlecececoo
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