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PINUTES CF A FULL “PIO JOLBIFS™ STAFT YEETINC, HARVORLE (7)) ERANCE
Attended Ly 011 staff, 127 in nuwber., fete:r 1 Cfept 1603

The rinutes of the lost reetire were read ovt and duly epnroved, thouah “ir Codstalp
adcec. the rescrvaticn that -they were "not ione enough". f rar with a fork-1ift truck
ther: care to take ther avay for nulgine,
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Me urke then announced culject for this reetinc, !'r Feter Deubleday, late of
fprda1er (n]]ef and nov resicing at 302 Lordswood R, Harborne, Bzvmunnham BL? 8AN
Otject of meeting beinc to determine suitatle job for sulject. ''r Fodswv]; ashec
flor rerorts from clservers on oralificatiens of stliect.

f

; T T »~ ‘\, T - -

: &5.,; {__ o~ ;F{ \L,,.g ‘::a i { "‘\f /’ \__,,\"

' : bty g £
'k..j Kf ‘!’,__j’z A \ } \‘ é"”

ir Lurke inferwec reotire that he hac tru1led ey ?ant?eday for three weeks end wished

to submit exponses of £150 for osrchietric treateert incurred as a resuit. Apart

from reading several ncvels of dubiovs literary walue, catirc rmeals of cven nore

dutious nutritional value, rracticing with his cchre clee end decleirine sections of

horer to an audience consirtirc of tvic ccpulatine docs, four rre-rubescent scheolairls
izan aroseerheel \air hnr _se-tred, ve, be had done rothina,
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s chetin reportoo her research from the files. Sufject had ten ©- 1ev01s, five
[.=levels, and a First in !oedern Mistory at Oxford, e coulc sreak fluent Fertran

and rprograrne a variety of conputers in Arc*q nt Cre€” Geod with hends, as orade

eicht with aforermonticned ochre irstrunent. indicatac Prain the size ¢f a neutron star,
and tvice'as cense. Certified genivs bv the tUrrd of en In thite Ceats.,
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Pbport of a i'r Siron Eillenncys vas resd out suagesting that subject wvas "nersonable,
able conversationalist, alli-round qood eor Threwn gut as inadrissitle evicence
througn Juveh,lt entality of scurer, rrrt of fr Vichael Tenron sungestecd that
subjoct was “aberinably rude, coarse, vicious, oLscene, end not really a nice rerson

at all": neetine cecided th{+ this sheule rot be taken inte acccunt, since v feryen
was in the habit of descriling apvone vith ten typine fincars amd a routh thus, i'r
Fabic read out the. list of succested forrs of erployrent: taster ard Dlender for the
Severn Trent ¥oater Putheority; rarual gelder for ~lantants et Londer 7oe; Prire Pinister
of Crenada; rubber-tand twister for ?"<° intensive deronstrator to teacL 'S bow :
to talk Enqlish, L ' ‘ '

T

Job Pecormendod: Corbircticn tutnr te thick public scheel cits end bar staff

at Eeocles in Oxford, . '

Py Codswalp asked thot it should Lg entered inte the records that he dissentec,

ceeine the job as Prire UVinister of {renaca As rere '1tb n su;jch abilities,
in that "alrost every other incenpetept you can think of has already had a co"

p .‘g, W

lext reetine scheduled for: S6th November 1983, Fhone if necessary - 0214294108
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"To Ive I give afvir<", T dur’c Fuoy vho first cocked 1p that piece
of ‘nonse o, : u god, iittie chiz~: oot there take it ¢o hearl in any
case, Twiq oo tace, pbut then iF vou Face o3 ?binig attentively vsou vuall

krovr Sune Lo ¢o so. Lalo o8 relevant neitess cull Ao games at any time, rezexving this
SRETe GrILusivien, L. woad issues. So what's c.ur more amongst many?

g, T oam DTRG0
" | |
- i
Nany T . thosc o7 yon who were kind encig~ 1o Jet your oxders in early !

as stipu: tin fact tnel vour efforss wete vitisied partly by ry all-~nervading
depre551on. gainJ/ ry ciscanstances kevoné mv cx.toca 228 to do with re-starting

the zine ai*< . -o2h a lonu a“ﬁ:n €, 1ig neithe: wove seo there, Althouch it must be
sonewhere. O, :7 you find it, pleacss affix a acab lebel ard retusn te sznder, By

¥ P

nexc deadl’ or twoe weeks aft
fellows a ro & 5 Lionour, on i
oxders in ior v deadline s et

viilohever scence tie wmore appropriate.  2here now
I tre rniamer of thoss who got their

A3 anscxiled

v 1

I ! .

y  Brian liccr>: Dave Evcidge; Ri- ard Yorris, utolest Leszynskyj: Dereh Crurmpton.

; h) - -

o This is a snoxt list., Like tha shoow list for Al e, it omits several very

+

vorthy indivadvals. ME//ESY/I4EYY¢L T Go nt wish these wseple to feel left out, ,
. [N N . .

even though they are. For the most pari ther =ie left ouc ztcough mere technicality,

like for instance héving moved house f.ve éiacs since the lasi iasue of lhing or
lLaving klinked and missed the deadiine, The rxin reason ic is a chort list, in any
case, 1is that there are very few pepliz vrun%d v“ﬁuch tc play a gams in Tklng, for
which' I take fu'l blame - although Fizs I'H cting tc €ind =id st p;d people, I°
‘i%§q don't know: 1 think the markeziag’ o ot fohlt, recause Renvon secred to have no

all gimmicke, all jolnny-come-latelv Fedrs, all obviows growd.oullevs, VYes, with
Thing all’you y-t is plain, unadulteraved, vhining ineffici- o2y, and ks the very na.
natw:e of the beast you don't even get mwth of thez., Uhere are two ways out of this.
Cne is to write more about games per se, and 1f I cer rce wld of hellucinogens
powerful enougn tc corvivce me that 1 can do this interescingly, I may well do so.

The cother is to announce a gamestart in the editorial in order to conviuge people

I am interested, nay despersie, wnough toe get on the jobh. Or here it is:

&)
4
troukle, even to the extent of qc:t;nh Bircrs to, plan *ln p;a;os:erousl: ‘unvorkabkle
Golfkess. This is +hat it xs,”vou’ esc. I can proudlvy arnowacs that Thing eschews
1

Thing Ten Railway Rivals RT...K Camesrary

Will Geoff Challinger, Steven Remnie, -Simon biille-nsss, Chrie Spall, Ken Bain and
Paul Brine please convey theoir willingness to sul', L to ths usual farce of my Gliing
by the ncxt deadline, please? I would also like & cheice of colour preFerence and
start towns, which can be chosen from the follow1nr (coartal) list:

Margate, Ramsyate, Folkestone, Bexhill, Eastbourne, Brighton. i ‘
‘You may regard this as an exhikition game. In a way ycu are all on show, but what
I mean by this is that my CGMing is on postal playtest for the final time., I intend, .
gentlemen, to make this an error-fgee game, to which end you will re glad to know ihat:
I shall, come each deadline day, be burning the wick at both ends or whatever it - ‘
is you dc with these things in order to get the adjudicaticn finally and irrevocably
correct. This will then act as an inducement to dthers to risk plaving in Thing,
whnich will mean I can start other games, which will boost my circulation, which will
make me . FAMOUS and RICH beyond my wildest dreams as the game-fees roll in, and then
I can win the zine poll and I can retire and I can live happily ever afterward,

syt

YT talk tc the trees, that's why they put me away ... .
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tiidcon MIDCON? (Heraia)

tell, i=- “oyal Anm 5 2in't no Caesar's ralace, and thet's fer sure. About tie
cnily thing vhe twe have v common is the lousy beer and even rore dreadful bar prices
- a]though vith the Faiacze Lh@v re drea<dfuliy Tew to reope you in, and at the Ancus
they've already lassocd their steer hy ihe s1n~10 rnethod of heing chosen enca more
as the Bationa W1p1oms:v Converiion, oons >qucr11y, the bar ciarges chscene nroces
fora wide vevizoy €7 drinks tnih noons outside Sloane Square drinks sarious iy’ And,
sirce the Laptoincy 9apty is vid of ronple who drink sarieusly, this 75 & tdldr
pesn in the craie. Loy, ohowhy, 's o onecessory bl oshegse *ho Araus every year?
Are none of tne hof:isn down the Hagier Doad, famed scenes of some of & Gaorge Feliy's
pore everyday nerversions, betiav qua.if4nd?' 'c they not Kave ruoms?  Cenfersnce ch
cniambers? A pinball table? It voing Bi~singhan, 1 susuect the be ar s ust as dre
r'raﬁfu.9 but surely it cannot be so heavily, toxkica!ly priced. fFor the price of
a hangover at the Angus Reberto (:ziyvi was vorced te go thrcough a pore realistic version
c+f Vaterloo Bridge ... Perhaps the Conveuticn is misplerecdin Dirmingham.  Ferbaps
SGr more Porther1y latatude should he Tavoured, Tikse Loeds. Lex's give those bastards
in London a taste of what it's really 1like to live in %he rest cf Britain ..,
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Evt of course all this is irrelavant., DPropic do not comé to a Di”1oa#éy'Convontibn
to drink., Subhumans and c¢rzzedpineal nainliners 1ike Voodhouse may ! but they are
on the whole sensible encush vo bring their avn stspiies of inferior coq ac along. -
People come to the Royal Anaus to siee).

I know this to Le true. I was thorn
k211, not sleening, but veu knov what [ mear. ow, I readily admit that I did

not foliow the herd in Pi‘Cnﬁ attencance., For a stari, 1 gnly turwe up

for the YirstUtwe days, ificach case atf Cight™ c!clock In_the_evening, sp I must have ~
rissod ol on a lot ... of sorething; I not sure what, reraonazly 1'd rather

gunker dc.n in a tin shack shocting cheay smack and 11stening to tne surf sweeping

my fr2ins and shack away. Indeec., Vhat use are brains at a Convontien where everyone
1s cetermined i play Civilisation, Tor Zad's sake, or Nuclear War, or Acquire?

hs a man deesiy invelven in the caming vratornity, as I beiieve it is now termed by
idict hmerican socielzgiels researching into the ethics of Nunseons and Dragons, ard
whether of rot it is more rorrupt‘rv Lo our youth then Starsky and Hutch, or Zoy

George, or taiking to racial inferiors withovt a gas mask ... as T was saying, ard I
suppose there's o backing out now, T must inform vou thet tartland Trefoil arc

nev a1 suine @ ‘ree pass to-a double Tobotomy at the hospital of your choice with every
box of the firel named game. £ gome thet lovels vou with ine Ancient Foyptians - pushing
huge motehriuckors of pyramids {cardboard) over the board to some ancient, rystic, half-
forgotter purpese. Fack-brecakine work, and I'm sure very physicaliv satisfyina, but
vitere's the soase in it?  find why should 1 te Tooking for sense? After all, did I not
gse1f play a codple of games of Ruclear Var, and one six-ployer effort of Acauire?

Well, I won the Acquire. ,

But to begin at line fifty one, it says here. kavine finally dug the barbed

wire of tnow Hili station as was out of iy thighs, and iuvnoring for the sake of

brecity the question of why they scek to protecy what is now a desolate car~-parll for
desolate cars from the prying eges of Russian spdes, I finally found the Annus, which
to my confused and raddled rccollection seemed to shifted its position subtly since
last year. Possibly this ic simply a poignant commentar)y on the degrce of degeneracy
of my brain. /ind who should I meet coming out c¢f the Ancus but my old bunkmate Keith
Black, man of a thousand varianis and the only LinerCon attender brave erough to make
use of the sauna in the vicicus piten of a farce tue storm ( and this was without
drink. I mean, these ganes-paaying types ave rcally vimgy)?  Welly you may answer this.
as you will, but since I «id 1n fact mes% “he man it 1sn't eoing to make a whole Tot )

of sense if you come up with any other name. So here I was with the choice of coughing
up Six qu1d r@g1strat1on fee and joirning the serried ranks in the cames room or
accompanying Keith as he made his wag to a pub he remembered from Tast year., Vho said
Free 11111 was dead? I chose the latter.
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icvt, T have no vic% to te rude te I'r
since the »0d docsn't even subscribe. 1

tavo ghvhe vos0 Jowever, it seons to me

ts Lo hMote ! sooaid not be teo difficuit to any
Eratn rot, ! rzan, herz we are, and heith says
Tittle puk thae serves Jr ucht LaSC", end so 1 do, and wry not? because cornared to

Ansells' 14314, CAMRA {74 f the Year (7 Lrew it was a bac vear, ccreho»,, Bass 1is

worthy of a Trockerbeeraus]g er tor fretiuy brown wines (R0 If,»OJ think theve dren't

agy of these, vait until you vy Austealian Uhites). And he leads me off a <lip rcad
for (reat Charier S%, ant roung ¢ corpticated series of streets in whal looks. Tike
Eivrmingbam’s Tuen bovb-escaired v"‘“',?, and onto trood St ... "Are yau sure vou know

rratiy. MWhat's tie neme of the strect?" "Dunng"

"ell, the name of the pul, tazr” (*erually T have ro icea what names thev aive to .
pirwinghan pubs nowedays., 1 hswr .0 call fg «oin fher,  Cn the vhele, 1'd rather

be in Pn11ade]ph1a) “Oh, T have no igea _w*‘ the pul's called, T just knov a round-
about way to qet there. Yeou'll see, soon." find, lo and Lehald ... as ve pass e
Rctiurda on our vay back north again, throuch the reiline igts ahcad car be distantly
perceived a faniliar shape - accorpanied by ballow, mouritul bavks like a flack of
Caraua ceese c¢ying of radiation poisoning. Yes indeed, . !wﬁ"d lies & Ferd Cortina,

T Reg.  This must Le lineingham /albrcunr I was i(c‘npihq 10 susnect that Keith had

Ted us te "'alsall by nistal e) 091v in Firminchar, vhere autemcbiics hove replaced
incest as the number one psvch1atr’c disorder, could soiracne lavish twice the money

cn defending a car frow attach from vicious riceers bent on ripping off its chrome

as it costs to tow an oHuwvaiont heap from the nearest junk-vard - the cavse of the
hocting wes ar incredibly ncvﬁr.ui krocklok cdevice. Did I say Valszi1? hefore the

fog Viftot one +ight have sum dsed the (farnel, Valking avay on a direct jine to the

ANCUs © wfinci=d on vhether to nut the noor cear cut of its risevy. if only- because

TEE FUCKTw® @058 YAS DRIVING 1 QUT OF °Y HEAD, hut before T could come.to a ' conclusicn

wéocame bpun Lhe put, Right rext to the hotel, VYell, you let necple wihe work on

computers for a 1iving ouide vou reund tre real werld for a change, what do you expect?

I
i
)

lack. 1t wou*ﬂs in fact, Le rretty futile,
hal 3t senc hirm a plastic Hoa tird

tha he tesk of {incing a pub sited next
ne net ir the ‘last staces eof leprous
tu e, "Teliow me, I know this graat

L,
1 gjus
tt
anrso

&)

where wc'v guing?® I asked, bz

.
bope
LTI

ind ~~r5 nice the put was tos - 1 kelicve it's listed on the official pronraw, for
Uosr of you who wish to venture out noxt tire (but make sure you're armed with
COUD‘Q.OF cans of anti-rust soray). 1t was, of course, full. It'was so fult, .n fact,

. that the playirg of deathly bad disco music on the 1u!a Fox was ohligatory - I think

they cven bag a sign up Tiror the surazoa coneral to this effect - “Doom half The vaom
sucks in cxyaen and P]cvcr 66 G, the otrer ralf couchs blcod and stalc bass cZap,

- elap and vice versa boom hn1f *H( roor ¢tc,

This ray not make a lot of sense to ynu, 21thouch if you pausc for thouaht you will
realise that it is at least as scnsible s coine back to the hotel, where, cone and
a kalf pages on, thints wers d(Lthl” aeina down - ruch in the :unnnr of a punctured
Goodyeer Liimn. It wvas only nine thirty, and alreedy the Con had degenerated -into a)
the first room, filled with self-induced hunchbacks olayine the sert of games that, in
spectators tﬁr‘s, lose on points to soccer, and L) the kar, at which I met Ken Eain.
This is inevitable. It is almost a ritval. The first persen I meetaat the bar is a
always Bair; he alwvays buys me a drinks I nevor rocipracate; and I et sucked into the
same cld group of pecple T know atecady. Even fary Fipcr, uho is so much more congeniai
face to facc that you want to Lreak all ten of his fincers tosave hin from b1msclf
at the typewriter. On.sccend thoughts I don't see the peint; indeed, it would definitely
bec a bad move. The man is, after all, nothing but soldé¢ ruscle all the way up to the-
roof of his skull, and I strongly SUCpGCt that tho way he preduces Road involves takirc
his Lecta and socks of f T1rst...‘ ; . ‘

.

bhere arc a]] the pepp1o?

I mean, this land is my 1and, richt? ‘Urong., i'idCen is not for socialising, unless
you are the cuddly tyne like Steve Douhledav, vho can get on with anyone in any adverse
conditions. Steve, 1nc1dcnta]1y I met on his customary rambic through the bar area:
Wit +on dq hecoming traditional. Fe grectod mo cordio 1]v and was off, having sussec
out the situatiom, . S0 weird corner of the Con vhere things were happening. lLeaving
me with two options - t Clunms <o om back -to the cares toom, v

o

4
Y ) B
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ty @ short head and a w?rnin' Fell frev the storach reecles that rov menitor
carcfuliy the state of ¢ (e PT‘L, T canse ke fatter, te to faced vith - Tullett,
Yes, for song voason he s nwg LAY DEPSCT i b eative remr not already sisorted
i

ip sope pouiee b S of 'cr?(‘bﬂr’ﬁ‘ cp, e owven, v fact, starinn danklv _
inte spoce = avl i ey Td T oreek? IF T SIS Beve a bepe e oo to e rinvted
cove the pood T 10 weokatly have oop ,finc e sere.  Seoue ~ob Terek Vilsen

ane a ceunle ov “{ﬁxfs tneather and «inried in ono o care of wuclear Yar, Advanced
Versicn,

Cev, yeu wae net hdw wlaund Duclear bar, rr'ﬂ*evs oconsists of a nunver of
carc-rlaving row < dn whic™ the eheice of card i rharfutel avteratic, the enly
opficn being 1iv Lo nibe:r ihis beine coperally ducidor by wie noeled «op last, or, in
the case of Tultent, vhothdr Scubledar is still suvviviac on kis Tefr eltoy (on
which, ac I *vﬂn‘}, therc "as very 11L*1~ "‘“rfrb“‘ cet Y oreck). fut 1 omeck,
Pesnite valiant e 1crt§, Jerery wacned Tb digepmese pach earlier thon T did, Pack
te the aavencod vorsien of thé cunc, wivich .tcbuvau Tets oid lets of jellies lite
fleating spoce platforis, (0 siloe, end so on. Sleve, in the origival, thepe s @
Cinky Tittle - acurw calipd Hldya ?fYa!r", in WL*ri o Lavrirally nuked huran can
Llow cvery Tast one of His pmapras nilovheever he piepses, whr corerally dics and

repeats the nvoesss on sorerne whia, This Baseened in abeout twerty ner cent of

geres i the rrﬁgiﬂa1'vcrsicn “« vbat irrnened? - 0 opeen, the core Plew itseld wf
with ne actual winner; in the netcversicn, it's ever LOrSe, Locanse all these fancy
cadcots dn s to siring out th core ancther F21F 2n hour Lofore the inevitable
reuo~apccaivrse,  The "P(c Lows is thct tie et marack incornerates scveral
scuhisticated intercepteors. The fod poes 9s whet vou rever bave these in yrur hanp~
when you yart thoe, The COOe ntxs,i% that you =an rist all on 2 dis throw, vhich
cither burrs vp the peke effoct on the haplesé vietis or Blcue gn the felivery

°V¢t€“ cn the lavnck pait. The Lad rovn e that it cnly does the Jatter one tire in
eisiitacn, ard soroover wiy sheuid : rar drculedne T o2 Hinnd cirvike care? | The Cﬁmd
ro' ¢ is ithat ﬂurr are exirn ortions 1ike corn ' arfors, o card whiich rasses fror hand
to hi ﬁ ( nd in practico rnﬂwrrrgl e Tuellett, Tike 2 tee to honey - suitableo treat-.
rent fer a :ovavvwww,b scinrtist, I'exroct) wrtil the x+-ruts‘(‘rcr3 vre The fad rews

is tLa: the orticote rovor crons tp. ihe ceed pews i thet the resuit is curer

realistic, vith wecadoatis ¢11 cver the board ape ro wirner.,  The Groenbar Cepron t
and Cuardian reacder tros vill Teva i4. The Lod n@ws 35 that the cane 15 a buencr,
a tetal anc drveiccishie furer

i

vith o e? 1 opoap 1T vas fon sl Lineron

Stiil, I enjoved i, hatls o Line:y , L
pevrod al dety free Prices, ant with

( r
that was on tre rrocecds of hald o beti

.‘C’
a large, ﬁvwi ttoand very very nasty ¢ Cto jab inio Ketth Leveys' eveball fer oo
reasen at all every tife the ship coverany oien of vawire, Eﬁvﬂ, scher, witheut
Levays, there is ro visille point =t all, "= >

by ““110 CVL) vilh the 1Pt0]]“CI als of
the cames world, vo caon Ciscerm a ten-hour t“re rf 1828 with exparsicn kit, inciudin
the six=-vay Junciieon vhich obviates the need fer env ethoy kind ¢f tile at all, 7
veulo bave thouelt, ane a set of choc-choos vith vacic povers the c;d resilt of winich
arpcars 6 Ye e erable © carrany te chocse six statiecns at rander cver the leard n
ara run throuch (31 of them, fron't expansior kits fun?

M

sirce all eares plavers excart those vith eveballs ne
' PR * PN » .

nac eene o bed, and we fird that at cne o cinck

t rav1nu custou, naying custor roregvey, ir

Crvard te the har,
sery. te an 1829 beard
Is this eny way to ir

Ca
reranasal sitvaticn? I orverriec,  Frow what T car. sve of the poker raro and afttar

exrericncins the full horrver of {he CArQS- rocr, Colin (4w'10 ALNCAYTS acfva]!“ nellov,
I o even rore rorries. Ghviously voodhouse hes ranorid to irfiltrate the air-conc-
iticniry with Leincus }a1lac1rorfrs This i less vierryina, 1 turned fyv back on tho
rcker Janh since the larce rilastic surs of pener in Lricht rod reprinded ro umcorfor-
tcl1\ oY Tast tite I exarined,a Lank Sstataport, and Tiatened to ! oondhouse, the
crivkine nah s,Astgr te "adic Tt - he coas on, e on, cffortlessly, all rieht Tong.
bell, you kino¥ vhat I rean, “t\CPro Jrc"e Yarig vandered over, disp 1avin* her
rare ccenacotectic a]ﬁrts aad inforred re that T ves rot Poul ’(u!19<n\ Having
tallished that’ hL sasn i, a1uuér, I rL1ursev 1nto ﬁervee 1ve cefntor1a, 1u1]oo

H

)
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bty 'ecodhouse's cascrirtion of the vast ancunts of rrerev he i< ahcut to make - dees
this iran have no cecercy, sense of arcrerticn, or svrﬁat!” for a breker bum? -
or was it the twe L,ohrﬂc? Ard se nosseth the cay

Pew, at this peirt wo take stock and ficure out evactly vhat “wehre doine here.
I don't rean wrivire the article, vhich was of course intended to le 2 nace lonc and
hes ¢7 course rather exceeded its rief, if that is quite the anpesite vord,

Moy what 1o the poiit of attencine the national Cen, i1 all yvou Ce s cet érunk
and reet the i peopts you FPCt every vear? fnd 1ﬁn t even cet drink.

Fossillv © am at fault, I ceuic be nlaying gases. I ray ret be ruch as a ¢ but
I'v shit hei with a Tone ope tedicusly areolved collection of IPT-vtpe rules,
Foviever, cettinaiip cn C“I° tyme € thirn is apt *c¢ recurire four ot f1vn heurs!

k1LL1tz1ng LA yol vaii for the Foapd to clear, and a furtber hour's siftina
threugh the caraicard, 1 did vis oonce, at dlecCon TIL T plaved ﬂussian Civil Yer,

with Mike ... e .., what the hel1 195 the ran's sihrparo? Frvvav, T ven, T even
enjeved playine., Irpensely. Loz ¥ou don't seé ruck of that sert of carme at Cons -
nowadays (rartly Lecause it's out of 1rmb,, and ycu alrest rever see that sort

of perscn, or eise 1'd romerler Dis scddine svrnare ... Chorran, that's it. This
leaves reetirg peenle, an cxcellent idea in pract.ce which aresn't work out ()

tecause the enly ones wha tall to you-vry Leev alvaady, T exclude Pave Theras here,
vro vandered past me a counle of tipas and cheerily veved helloy or rather T den't,
tecause he's the cnly case I can rerevber of sermecne T vould bave liked talkina te

but couldr't summon up the necessery enerey, e culpe, mea raxira cuira - tut what
the hell was everyenc else Coine? FPecple used te cerplain the hard Core jTi7) vere
hard tc oot to k. s, I think, is rot sc. The recple whe arn hard to qot to
knew are the soft, cares-chsessed nolodies, Fecause they just den't make tropselves
availeble. kell, I vas there until 1ate 1mto the niobt, and veu brow what? Teth
times, the f1cor erptied after cne ¢'cleck as peonle went to their rooms. To I
LeTieve this? tevle the luxéricrs anc choan reers @t the Ancus, five cr six Dontic

ics
of which ycu could fit corfcrfa lv intc a “incle at the Arizora Sheratcrs, are a aecd
icea after all. {aybe 1 uas just toc depressed, Pay I@ T'r Just generally eff-ruttine.
I dunne.  Lut vien the cr]v new persen veu get o knew at a Cor is tie lauckable Derck

Cavrs, then you can 1or|t1ratelv auastdon the neaninc o f existence,

Or, alternatively, play Acauire. [ic veu knov that there are o whirle tonch of
pecple cut there who know the ru]cq, LOT bave naver ficurad cut & strateov? MNe pawcs,
ne rackerill, but one of thee wag RiFR* Qhrdcks and Fap free beine the rest cluslass
es core might expect fror Tcohing at hir, oven talkine te hir, he vas actually letter
than the everage. Do I lelicve tris, either? Indeed, do T Eeliove six neanle who
want to play Acquire on the sare feard? Tiis s cerradipg, it is decenewmate, it is

the Tudic equivalent of troilisr in a telephene beoth, 7 rean, four (twe) is enough
for anviocy, richt? . :

1 Vrong. And vhat's were, these necyle heve to be virtuelly ceazxed throuch the cawc.
I mean, I even had_te de the scevineg for thers at the epd. T nnticodApj(hard erris
Tecking @istinctly worrice at this ucirt; he is, after 211, a veterar Thing »t
(there are people whe plav oestal Vin, people vho plav | a11w11 Fivals, anr feopie
who playv Thing, These last, Tike thnci wheé nlav “uci‘er ‘ar, aluays 105\,. fsoa
manic DeubTaday beocan crashine cut nurzrals Tike thd tall Streot spat chock board,
I ceuld see Richard cohating vhether or rot te' pisk a covere ._?t1nr By chellenoing
ry cerpetence (nav, nv cgn;etcnce is bevend challence., 1t is, in fact, sorcthina
tevend the very cenfines of this werld, anc vou will not sco its Tike asain)., te
f1na1]v gave in and trustec ny honosty. You can all trust ry Fonesty, yeu knov.
It won? e, of ccurse,

Tayer

\

find sc we end at the pintall tatle, where Richird displaved a cood cdeal rmere
corpetence and T odisplayed reuchly the sare docree of dumh Tuck, Put first, we had
to wait for the previcus cccuvant to c]gar the talle. It was four feet high, foui-
routhed, insistecd cn maltrcating the talle and arnharov te te corrosed entirely of
warts, acne, mssive cancercus tuwours, lank hair and srets. It ves very unnleasant.
I an inforseq it was, in fact, Paul Cckes - cuelle surrise. find this is where T end,
Lecauss I can't stand any rore, Yell, can yeou?
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Vell, T oooc s Leln vivh the' fisrt two, kuv ac the winrer of forty pex went of
the games of oy lre Zire played, I shonld bhe al'le to give veu seme 1dza oI how to
co about c¢»¢ Iusr. For those of you wio-hLave never clappoed eyes on the ineide of
an accuirce Iy owel bricfly summarice the game: this seems to le a tradirt ~ional
procedure ih Tae o ‘ues, although since aunyone who's never played will not
have the «l<iivsel Sheveri in the following I don't see much point in it For

the record: Al ~ = slevec on a none Ly twelve grad on which players ace

tiles beartary t e L oeord inat s ,‘unm at a2 time, Two or more tiles O“tl gonally
adjacent foxe: o onkzen {(0f totetr). Wmre are oix chalin markers, associated 1 “Lh eazh
of which axe iwmerzy five clrores., Ay —yeg‘u tw¢n consists of plaving a tile and
buying up to Sioen chEess.  When o tile laid coarects i chains, these chains werge,
paying cu: o *ie Lwo players with the most slaves in Who #maLler {(whicl disarpearut.
Coch tile o.oc=: w.o a cha'y increcs.s its value vp tc the iirit of six c.]os sayond

which it is seeszary to add first five and then ten tiicg in order to reach
pric e rénge= It game ends when most of the heard is fililed uyp, uhoev cerfain
conditiors thal ove not offiziel uatil a player egncounces the cnd. CK?

Cod, trhuu's ta*:n it out of wa. I am not used, as you may know, to being concise.
However, tho esientizl point o notwe is that this is ncc some glorified version
of dominossz, nicsre 1“9 ckhiject is to match xv*uea the opject is to male roney, This
involves Lotl: :kill and a certain degrec of luck
you either have the tiles to merce i“v”ur'“Lf chaing or can rely cn gnme hebsphreaic
jerk doing 1L [for ycu. Bearing tris in mind, wy recommended procedure for winning
ig as follows: toke one chicken, nct more than two years old and lay it transversally
on a panragcral altar takle. Heldirg the titariur, knife akove your head ‘g0 that it

-

=1

<

gleams in th: l.oght of the crescent rcon ... vhat? Thic isn’t e six player came?
You xear It

-7¢ kought the Tamish Tamlyn Particirant's Bool of. Technicoleor Fagic for
nothing? Ch,

Ricght. 9o here we are, playing Lcoguire with not mcore than three others. VFith
n that it is about as good a test of ssxill as is doing an Mrnerican Crossword
puzalie Now, the first thng to-do 1s to iearn the paycff card off by heart. This

is, L would “hink, cuite obvious to any czriler, kut gamblers are not the sort to rlay
Ncuvuirve, so I give it you for whot it's werth. SHecause ycu start with only $E0OCO,

and the cheaprest frains avallatle con cost $1CU a shere, andG vou may n2ed as many
as ten <o get a part of rhe 'actien, veu will appreciate tihac nuzerical e1f1c1@1c is
necessary at a gal-cornsercias ievel! Clhoerwise you will end up sitting proudly a

pile cf charec vhich give you control o7 a chain thet never merjes, never does gpy* ing
just sproutsc di s“;rltudly like a cactus is a dvar¥'s ~resnhousc. TFven though Aoguire
cnly lasce just uver_au Lour, wilihe Some games I could mention, this is a racipe four

ewift mental collapsde, "So. The first thing to pct"(tg1 second, but vou don't ¢
expect me tc raad what 1 jJjust wrohte) is that chains ov in price very repidly at the
start, sc if you heve a choice when you male a'cha;p, you vill eonly vant to create

a $4c0/share jcb il a) it is golng to merge vecy rapidly (the payeff is letter; or
b) it

i¢ goinc to accumukdtc more tiles very rapidl; (it vill spiral out cf cther p
plavers' reech). Actually, you'may wish tc create an expensive chain in cxder to
pose a dilcmma for other players vith cash, kut that’s really jUat an extension of ).
Witk me so far? o ' ' ' .

Now, as my friend Otto Bis rck say it is necessary to lLave several irons in
the fire - chains have d way’ of orowing at very unprcaictablc rates and in some pretty
weird directicns. You will need to get a part of the action in at least two good
prosnects for leing merged, kecause if you miss out on the first few mescers then you
might as well go off and cat' your remainihg certificates = they won't Le much use

while everyone elSe has @ chance to whcel and deal. ' The first-important thing is more

money, which you get hasically from theehohus at rercing taime (first or second, it
dossn't much matter which). -What you do with the shares at tilis stage is relatively

unimpcrtant. - ' 3 ;

in troo yvou wen't get very far urlese
.

'
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or womanfully, or chickenfully (vhatever) to
the great truths of life bolds true, too, in
Fcquire. The money comehow do 1 ttey any more, Actually there is a different
reason for tir:¢ ia acyguivs, sincd 1s nc way to rirror sex and power faithfully
in a game: in Neguire, the discopointuernt cores when vou realise that you can only
kuy three shaczez at a vaiwi. Cnce trvo or three recple have ienefitted from mergers,
the game wiil corsist of wveryenc taking the full option of sheres until the relevant
stock runs oot {i¢ of evervthing on the koard). Tle players will then feel the

game equivaicn . >f post-eoital depression, unless of course thgy are me and have am
amassed ‘ths eDg peesiolic, lecavse there is nothing much to do except feed the
odd tile to vy .. faveucite chain, and at ten per price rance it doesn't make much odds

Once you lLave strugg
this cushion, -o~u wilt

Now, it
veu tuy.

<% wihtouo: saying thet vou should Le very cereful whicbh three sharces
“ilr this depends on fee shareholdincssct otkers, and where they are
seated; thelrs 2 ¢ very rew rules 1 can cuote, anart from common sense, here. It is
poszilkle tc v 25 great psycholocicnl uenefit. My father, for exanple, has perfected
the fine avt ..I taking ten minutes cwir every move, however okvious, and then kuving
shares vh.oow 20 almost, lLut nct gquite, the kest opticn ... this is qood for a few
ceronaries unless you ctop corcencsating on what lLe's deing, in wiich case be'll slip
one by vou. If we try to do thiz kack co him, he lLas the even more subtle tactic of
vaiting until almest the very end of the player preceding him's go and then hurtling
apclogetically off to the bog, wwhere he remains for ten minutes vhile everyone else
turns krick red with anticipaticn. Anvway ... I digress. 7Tle only trick that

most people miss is that, at this stage cf the game, it is lest tec vy into the stock
that you think is going tc end vp as the lviggest, cr second biggest, chain. This
will ke expensive, but then, that's why vou're ruying intoc it - it will pav cff with
the dividend at the end of the gamc, Iet others prot about with the three/four tile
chains, kecause they don't matter mich. You w.ill find that tlis strategy disposcs

of ycur money pile disturkinoly ouvicky; but if you have kought correctly up to thlS
roint, you shculd ke in for randew dlvidends in time to replenish it. FEven if you
are not, conteol of a major stock or two could cairy the game. !Major is here defined
purely in te& of meney - this 1s, after all, e capitalist game, not somc lousy fu
fucking plast. o eestbetic. A chain of twenty-one Imperials ($400) is worth more than
forty Tower (y7u0), and I den't care if vou @id co to a hetter schoel than I did ...
and, cf course, the less Llatantly laxgs a chaia is, tle less competition you will
have in bkuving intc it.

The only u:iversals in this gare are the ten-tile mevcier limit (after which a
chain i3 safe, and therefore a long-teon investment cnly), and mergers. Nothing
needs to be =aid akout cre first, unlesc you are even more stupid than a subscription
te Thing implies; the sscond bas a few wrinkies wottlsr of note., Firstly, try to build
up chains ycu have an incerest in wherever possible., and, egqually, kuild up chains
te which they are likely %o merce, This is common safety procedure. VYou want money
in a kig wvay, which is the why of the first, and you don't want some duml cluck (yur,
the chickens are hack) to merge the chains the cthor way arcund, which is the why of
1 e second. Now, when tte merger cccurg and you have to dispose of vour old shares,
think carefully. This ic ore of the major decision arcas open t~ you. The reason?
The three suare limit. It is generally worthwhile, after the frrst three cor so mergers,
tc svap twec-feor-one into the werging chain even at a consideralble immediate loss.
You don't want money, you want conirel (chus differing agein from real life, where
the cne implles the other in most cases). Recently I have keccome aware of a deeper
reality kehind this, wbich is that, late in the game, it may e wiser to ¢go for the
money instead; there may not le enough time left to take advantage of an in on concrol.
Whatever. The point is, think. Think hard. Take asririn if necessary.

Acquire is a game of percentages, and okvicusly vou won't always win however good
your strategy. Fcllcwing the akeve guidelines, you should thrash most novices mest
of the time. If lost for something to do, complicate things: again, the three-share
limit makes it difficult for others to deal with a wide chcice. Create new chains.
In the end you will find that games of Rcguire, like scx, are considerably rese fun
sometimes than others, and this 1s the one thing cver whicbh you have no control.

'Course, the same is true of chickenfeed, tut I didn't think that'd gralk you ...
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Thing Game Six Issue 10 1829
Still, urnsurprisingly after last ﬁim@'s massive coch-up. one or tvwo mistakes;
mainly in the tyning up of tiles. The following corrections ere to be made:
3GE: 1 2944:2 Q17:5 . 8M9:1
OR17  Token  Tale  Run  Pay Pricc Credit Trains Netes
LNWR G5-33 325:1 £165 Y £180 £3950 2,2,3
GWR D12-05 1701C: 2 £320 Y £250 - £200 2,2,2,4
Mid I3-14 - £280 Y £335 £10 2,72,3,3 (1)
L S@R H10-I11 - L0 Y £1286 £40 4 (1)
GNR JB-M5* 2/M8:1 £80 Y £30 £33C 3 (2)
LBSC D11-07 45191 $R0 Y 100 £210 il (3)
GER N7=-G11 - £30 Y €50 £220 4
GCR M10-NS - £130 Y £100 £50 3,4.,3 (33
L&Y NE-L7* - £110 Y £67 €50 4 43
Notes: (1) Tile lays offered irpossible
(2) GNR garrisons g M5 (Preston)
"(3) GCR buys '3' from LBSC for £10
J L&Y parrisons ¢ L7
OR18 Tocken Tile Run Pay Price Credit Trains Notes
LNWR J3-14) - £180 Y 200 £850 2,2,3 1)
GWR D&-E5 - £320 Y §275, £200 2,2,2,4 (23
Mid - I4-1IB - £280 Y £345 £10 2,2,3,3
L SWR I11-110 - £130 v £142 540 4
GNR L8-LS - £80 Y £100 370 3
LBSC £7-D5 807:6 - - La0 5220 . -
GER Gi1-H1T 9611:1 £80 Y the 226G 4
GCR NS -8 - £130 Y 112 £hO 3,3,4
L&Y M5 -N4 - £130 Y €71 £a0 4
Notes: (1) Tile requested not svailable
{2) Tile requested not available
SBR13
Very little action, Uev: Errideg huys the LNUR, melling a Mid to mahe wey. John
Wilman churrs through Harwich, 4 GMR (to gain the directorship) - having: sold all his
LBSC - and ends ths round.  Voe tokon moeis with JebnFroment.

Note that Ian has long since vun out of Thine credit - not a reflection on my
recent gamesmastering, I'm glad to say, since he hasn't sent orders since early this
year - and is hereby eiscted from the fame. Since it is now a five player gamz, the
shareholding limit rises to sevsnteen certificates. tis shares go on sale, used,
from the bank next round.

PCs LBW GWR Mid LSW GNR LBS GER GCR L&Y b/f OR17 OR18 o/F* Worth
Dave Erridge  (S&M) B0 4077 T 3 0 ©@ 3 'O £668 §712 £1525 £4968

t

John Withman C&HP, Ha. G 0 0 N} 40 0 G 50 60 743 £330 §£403 $2655
John Froment C8&W, Hu, P O 2 g .3 0 0 0 0 2 sU53 £364 £1247 £3245
Mike VWoodhouse M 3 0 0o .0 2 3 60 @ 9] £637 £270 £907 £2425
Richard Morris L&M,Ho 0O 1 3 0 3 0 2 Z2 2 463 §¥586 £1049 §£3521
Bank (old): 1 3 5 8 0 7 3 0 0
John Ricment also holds 5D SECRH. -* = dinc. SQR12.

Note: I have summarisced the payofT of the operating rcounds topether in these figures,
I have also calculated the gross worth of each pdayer: it may be slightly off, but 1
recken the figures are accurate enough to show that the game is as good as over. I
know for a fact that three of you are not enjoying this game much, and would suggest th
that concession to Dave would save us all a let of bother, The only companies liable
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to be able in nurchase o "5' in thg near futurc are the LMNWR and the GNR; Dave, not
surnfisingly, i hzpey Lo conticr.el 3 Lo nresent, and untll John gains the co2dits
)

9]
(S
-

! . ',
we are stuchk w05 wriet, inomy hushble ard usually incerrazt opinion, is a vary bovring g
gams indeed Z.zvoalttor That, and witn the uncertainty created by Ian's demise, I
would have “Raanv Ehet ine only pleces capable of altering are those of ilessrs

Wilman and F~~~zno, and nven that f2 nnlikely in the current deadloch of the boarc

blould ymo, TwFn, Tor the nex: w2=2ziine (see end of gamos section - it’s a short
crne againi novide otuses for 0%s 12 a4 20 and SBR1+, and vote uhether or not %o
continue tro Lanm. antpnb an uuu,f” as - ach'Gscence in winding Lhe geme up at

present posiocion,

In that T 2 to blame for some of vhe weird events ieading to this msss, I'd like
to offer tre .= <uning 2lavers compensation. I I've mgn:g:d to get it almost correct
this time (wit~ cztent rew system), tivn I offer you a free gamc from scratch. - If
not, then I wil. =lzarly never be en 7229 GM; if you can find a better, wibh lists
open, I'll furd - cemestart under his euspicas. Fdlllng this too, you are welcome
to a game of 'R, .+ich I am abie o IM en the verges of competence ... any.idsasy

Thing Game Seve! Dinloracy A1E05

S

igz held over as explained l=3t issue. This issue has been so slow asc to cause sev
several of you to send me your ordare for theé game, for which many thanks., and 1 have
them on file. I'm not going tc tell you who you are (I mean, is there any point3)-
so as to lcave the -others in suspensc, alchough this bas the obvious defect that if
I lose you~ orders you'll be in some trouple. I'11l consequently try to phone up anyone
who seems o have NMRed. DBeadline at end of games section. ' }
Thing Ga=e Tight RT2N1N Rd 9 '

Two () =355 last time: NUSWIR's run in 7 disallowed on grounds of excessive paym
payments *o emvcher (STAR)Y, ang DEFER owss BUFFOCNY 3 for the build itanhatten-Bronx.
He woulc =lsc -uvpear to owe NEROQ 3 for the seme privilege. I was under the impression
that if.e bu? .o was free, sc this is one of those rare Thing GMing mistakes which

‘are actual:.s ¢novoidable, guv. Scores are thus:

NSWIR: - & - = 138 - BUFF: « 5 + 3 = 165" DER: = 6 =61 STAR: - 10 = 123
NEPQ: + 9+ 3 - 37 :

Theoreticelly this cu
te let th=2t one slide, <in
round. Sigh ...

ts Derek’s build last time down, but I think I'l1l have
ce Correctwnv it would have hideous ccinsaquences this .time rounc.

s

RUN . e
13 NERG 20 ETAR 10 '
14 DER 20 + 1(B) + 9(Ms) = 30 FUFF ~ 1(2) HSW 10 - 8({D) =1
15 BUFFOON 20 DERER 10
16 NSW 20 - 5{D) = 15 Burft O DER 10 + 5(Ns) = 15
17 NSW 20 - 3(D) = 17 BUFF 10 - 2(0) = 8 DEP 0 + 2(B) + 3(Ns) = 5 -
18 STAR 20 + 6(Ne) + 3(Ns) = 29 NERO  ~B(S) + 2(Ns) = -4 ‘ :

NSW 10

{
3(8) - Z2{i{{e) - 1(B) - 1(D) = 3 BUFF + 1(Ns} DER + T(Ns]

Builds (rd 10: up tc 6)

NSW  (K18) K15 14 LI12 = 4 + 2(8) GEREK  (N47]) NaC = 1 + 1()
NERG (J30) J28; AVLL¥gi/Mrd = 1 + 1(0) + 1(B) - last huild disallowed, cue to STAR's
track. . .

wns fer Found Tep

k . . . .

18 (42} St Flhens - Fell fdver {22} 20 (43) Greerfield) - Foughkeepsie (61)°
21 (31) ‘Lowell - - Menhatton {(83) 22 (43) Providence - Menchester (25)
23 {36) Worcester - Cover (24 24 (13) Furlingten - Pellows Fell  (58)



[

Thite 22 FPape 11

e I N YR T4 TR )

Scores o : -

PUFFGOr MMicherd Moo o - Bledi 17e . TR o= 404
HOVJR (lave Jirdor s = -loee! 133 25 0T - R :
DEREK (hzrek Cpoporion - ro) S A P
STAR (Daian Meors - ~peen) 172 0+ 30+ o= 188
NEREC {(Tom Ferpreae - vellow) 3 inoe s B
Fepsg
STAR - avdiRr fezl fve o 8s veur veoussted oce, GK? .
: 3

Thing . ir¢ . Conwith Sechstn vy

Lid 1 brez oo oone wp bere sheut Perrvor!®? Y, Dving o clow moverent thet
I thingt 1 teon nte ecceurt dirvte tho ovigdipal, but of 611 ovente left cut of the
readjucicat ton, Terly ot s one coee noint docere (Cloud-ronning) end TCaster Tuck
evoids being hil., fom thacr Fodisirente nage in the fipures heln,

Let us delr 4 0lle oo consider clovds. There i, T fzel, e point I oemostill
not guetting ecross tn you. [rust aorit cen't like ycour cleud rule, but it has
wecked toorny advantege this foe o007, : o FGiublr, T Ahink T cen discern
from Devel, vhose noves 1hds ting woulo inticite that he s*11l dresn’t follow
iy cloud revenent syster - ond, of conrese, 1570 teo iatr,

v
T shall reiterate (litarally - E0is is th> third 430 e in o bow T heve tried to 1 ic

this cle~r . Licuds do net reoech b moaitices thev eve shown ¢t 4» this report

until LhL enc of the first turn of tie fhree in tno ~ext report. 70 ould fave thoupbt

: NS AT - ——
this is o 8irpie umough concept Tooo Joor to cres. -olibocugh o meszoadmit thot brcause T0oL

~

dor’t hove ¢ poard st up Tor s oo, AT Lo oun frces*on race & rons of ry adjudicetion.
Theres s, 1 thirnh, sor2 po'rt te o wnds suls. 70 de dnterded to avoio clouds 'bonkdng!
3 . Foouse che 1l board dnsteso of baing lindited

[
efunsuspecting Flver, thie anckTing ot
artificiclly te thet o=t of v v Teeai tve D oxes awey Trons the neerest cloud. fo
L
4. L

this turn shows, the renecy Jo nov b el ey Letber then the diseeqae, in that it
results in » considerabh!: gount ofF L3,%220h. Let re, therefe Tre, attet pt to cleeser thi
oty the eimple desice of printirg Lo ne stiens for the clouds; that in Lroechots w*ll
be their peosition <or the Tire® furg o the nex. adju wao-tion, ant’ “het oulsidae breckets
vinll Bt dno nosirdon For b rer sl Ler tuino. L Zrusl tet oy ooodp Riy Rre opnoe e

ig at looh wwenrbrebing ifcepe) the 0 - eloud ~vrroonito you &l ...

P halvis' e v HP

-l el LSt e R
.
F].\JW""A’ Floche fo) S T A B i o it WS
. - oL R N . . ,
crdrsorn rine 71 el R ., F1h: ¢ i Lt e ! WO 16

Curly Jerruthon. Bo) 200*) o) £0(F,%) o) Lown L 4 ., -

Flyer Tuck Cora) Al Lf) 0 BY F(R) ) T PB ' ) 7 15 -
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