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EDITORIAL & GENERAL CHAT

As I hinted last issue, I think I'm approaching the limit of the
nunber of games I can comfortably house within FOE, This issue sees
FOE games 1,5,6,7,8,9,10,11v,12,13,14 & NGC 220, Furthermore, I expect
that FOE 15 gamestart will be somewhere within this issue and there
will also be details of an invitational game thst I hope to run. So in
the very nesr future I could well be running 14 or 15 games. Thig &s a
big committment and has led me to a couple decisions. First of sll I
shall find it difficult to produce FOE containing this number of games
within the confines of friday deadline, monday posting routine, So, ss
from next issue deadlines will be 4pm on thursdays thus giving me an
extra evening to work on the zine, The second point is that I shall
not exceed 15 games running at any one time, This means that sfter
FO® 15 and the invitaetional game have started, I shsll only have one
more gamestart until one of the current games finishes. Waiting lists
will remain open but applicants must realise that they may have a delay
before a game begins - even if the list has filled. I glso hope to keep
the variety of the 15 games to 12 normal gsmes, 1 varient, 1 NGC game
if the OGBS continues, and one invitstional game. Consequently the next
varient will not start until the Sé&ab game has finished, and NGC 220
will be replaced by enother NGC novice game to maintain s supply of new
blood to FOE. Over the last six to nine months there has been a big
~demend to play in FOE snd for this I am both grsteful and flattered,
but the time has now come for me to ‘teke care otherwise I may find that
I can't cope. - ' o

Following hard on the heels of the annuasl zine poll comes the 1978
Dolchstosg player poll. All members of the hobby are invited to vote
on any players currently active in s UK gsme of whose play they have
some knowledge. You may not vote for yourself, You should mark esch
- player in the following categories, the figure in brackets being the
maximum mark for each category :- Relisgbility (10), Communicativeness
(10), Persuasiveness (20), Flexibility (20), Tactical &bility (10),
Imaginstion (10); Strategic vision (20), 4all votes should be sent to
Richard sharp(who has selected the various categories and merkings )
27, Blm Close, Amersham, Bucks for the deadline of June 16th,

gince last isgue, the debate concerning the future of the NGC hsas
has taken two new turns., Firstly Richard Sgarp has followed up his
statement thst he would not forward sny mail received from the flyer
in the Diplomacy box end the G&P ad. by stating that he will stand in
an election agsinst Mick Bullock. However Richard's manifesto is almost
identical to Hicks. '

In brief, he proposes to abolish snnual subscriptions and charge an
initial and once only £1 to new-comers. This cash will finance the
introductory service including the zine bank, and may be used to assist
orphan projects, advertising, cons, and flyers for new zines. He also
proposes keeping going the CG8 going until he ig convinced thet there
is no demand, but with the gamefee being dependant,on whichever zine
takes the game, . o

Mick Buldock then immedistety withdrew from the election leaving
the field clear for Richard Sharp to take over., I agree with Mick when
he says that "I won without standing". Indeed, the changes that Mick
proposed have been accepted by Richard, lock stock and bsrrel and so
this ie a victory for those of us (the majority I am sure) that consider
the NGC should merely be an introductory service to the .hobby. I
presume the 'club' supporters will be dissppointed. They could, I suppose,
run a candidate against Richard Sharp (Fersyth 2 Tringham ?) but would
be on & hiding to nothing. ; e ‘

One other thing needs tidying up - the NGC finasnces J I hope gsomeone
sorts it out befors it ends up 'lost'.
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GAMESTART +++CGAMESTART+++GAMESTART +++GANESTART + ++GAMESTART +++CGAMESTART +++

FOE 15 (19782%)

AUSTRIA Dave Pratt, 17 Whestley Drive, Carlton, Nottinghsm

ENGLAND. Ian Doherty, C/o 8t Edmund Hsll, Oxford OVl 44R

FRANCE Bruce Fogter, 68 Heol Tawe, Abercraf, Swanses v

GERMANY Mike Jervieg, 19 Portree Drive, Rise Park, Nottingham

ITALY Jeremy Tullett, C/o0 8t Edmund Hsll, Oxford OXl 44R

RUSSIA  Tony Mitchell, 348 Newton Road, Rushden, Northants NN10O 0SY
TURKEY Vic Smith, 79 Queen Katherine Road, Lymington, Hants S04 9RZ

Greetings to the five new players to FOE and welcome back to Vie
and Dave,

I am informed that Ian and Jeremy are not playing a cartel, and I
think it is algo falr to point out that I am sure that Dave and Mike
do not know each other.

Spring 1901 deadline ig thursday June 22nd but you masy ask for an
extended deadline to issue 21 1f you feel that doesn't give you enough
time. New players to FOE will find house rules enclosed - if you have
any queries then please let me know. .

Remember..... If you can't convince ‘'em, confuse 'em .

af ofe o > 2, 7, ) \2 J. 1 o, 0 o 2, 3 tn ofo uf 7,
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FOR INVITATIONAL DIPLOMACY GAME

Well it's about time I ren a top quality invitational, so risking
seven snubs here goes. I thought it would be a good idea to invite the
publishers of the top UK zines (as per Mick Bullock's resl results
table ie the average votes) to participste. So invites go out to e

Richard Sharp Dolchstoss)

Mick Bullock New_Statsman)

Clive Booth Chimaera)

Roy Taylor (Jigsaw)

Pete ilearns (Puppet Theatre News)
Rob Howes (Lemming Express )
John Piggott (Ethil the Frog)

There will be no gamefee or deposit and standbys will not be used.
All T ask is that players maintein a trade of their own zine or ray for
FOE. Would all of you let me know as soon as possible if you want to
play or not pleases I will accept preference lists of course,

Perhaps Steve Doubledsy, Bob Brown and Pete Birks would also let me
know if they are prepared to play should any of the invites be turned

down ?
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WAITING LISTS

REGULAGR DIPLOMACY :- J. Foulger & M, Brown, (5 wented)

Both N. McDonald and I. Pringle hsasve expressed interegt im a game.
Names don't go on the weiting list until cash has been paid so I need
£2 (gamefee & deposit) from Neil and £1 from Ian (I'm already holding

a deposit.) N

Assuming that the invitationsl game is a starter, then this next
gamestart will be the last until one of the current gasmes- finishes. The
first 5 gpplications (with cesh) will secure places.
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‘HE DIPLOMACY ARTICLE SOME POLINTS ON LETTER WRITING & READING

Reading between the lines "

What do you do when you receive a Dlplomacy letter? 0K, you read it
and probably read it again. I you- are a decent player you try to seek
out any. inconsistencies, freudien slips, contradictions etc. You try

to determine if the writer had any ulterior motives in mind, what he
hopes to gain, and generally you try end glean as much 1nformat10n as
you can from the letter. Most players will then file the letter away,
or perhaps even throw it in the bin, Sometimes however, the letter can
be more revealing than you ever thought possible.

Many plsesyers write Diplomacy letters with s ballpoint pen on note-
paper from a writing-pad, This means that unless ther have a very light
hand, the letter may contain an imprint of the previous letter writtem
on the pad. If so, by rubbing over the letter very lightly with a soft
lead pencil, the previous letter can sometimes be deciphered., You may
pe lucky and find out Just what the other person has been saying to
other pleyers in the game. You may be very lucky and learn the orders
that he hass just sent to the Gl, Or you may find thsat the previous
letter was to Aunt Agatha thanking her for those woolly bedsocks that
he received for his birthday.

As in gll aspects of Diplomacy, one has to bewsre of sharp practice.
Now that I have published this .little tip, what is to stop players
deliberately imprinting their letters with bogus letters or orders to-
confuse the players they are writing to 2 Or is m¥ mind too devious 99

The curse of the photocopler
Nowadays, most psople have ready access to a photocopying machine.

If one is not handy at your place of employment, then you will usually
find one in your local Post- Office or library although this type usually
need coins fed to them before. they cooperate., Thus everybody is able to
photocopy letters they receive and pass the copies on to other players
‘a8 they see Tit. The fact that a letter may be forwarded te a person

to whom it was not written must always be bourne in mind in Diplomacy.

So how do you go about writing that very important but very incriminating
letter that could be dynamite if it fell into the wrong hands 9

Of course the best method is the telephone, Nothing can be proven
once the call has ended. However this 1s not always possible and there
are times when you have to commit your words to paper., The way around
the problem.is simple, but surprisingly it is very seldom used, First
of all you write a letter contalining none of the meterial that you are
scared may be pesssed on to & third party. In fact it should be a very
'general' letter. It should be written(or typed)in your own hand (or
typewriter) -and should be on the kind of paper you normally use, It
should be headed and closed in your usual way and in fact should be s
typical letter from yourself. Then a second letter contsining the
important points is written. This second letter should be written on a
different type of paper, and by a friend or relastive, prefersbly not
using your own style or grammetical construction, and should be left
unsigned. Both letters should then be sent in the same envelope.

The recipient will clearly recognize the authenticity of the letters
-and will probably realise why the envelope conteins two letters. Should
he attempt to photocopy them and pass them on to some-one else then he
would be hard pressed to convince them that the 'second' letter was
genuine., Indeed he may even Tind that such a move would have the
opposite effect to what he intended. The third party may consider that
the second letter was forged by his 1mformant and thus & rift may be
caused between the pair of them

Of course there is nothing to stop you photocopylng & genuine letter
and a forged 'accompanying letter' and passing them on to another
player! The limits to knagvery in Diplomacy are infinite /
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THE S4G4& OF OSWALD P. TURNBERRY By Virgil quyll
Part 6... Somewhere in London - not far awsy from s private club.

Leaving higs escort at great pace, Ossey burst through the doors and
strode defiantly acrass the office to stop. in front of my desk. Pointing
that famous accusing finger, -his face pinched with anger and spitting
mengcingly he bellowéd, "LOOK MATE, I SHOULDN'T BE HERE, DOES THE
DOCTOR KINOW I'VE BEEN KIDNA4PPED BY YOUR BLOODY HEAVIES 2 ARE YQU
LISTENING TO ME ? I'M NOT WELL? I SHOULDN'T BE HERE, IT WOULDN'T
SURPRISE ME IF YOU'VE COCKED IT UP 4ND GOT THE WRONG MAN, MY NAME IS
TURNBERRY. . o » - OSWALD P, TURNBERRY AND I'M UNWELL, " By this time he was
out of breath, eyes glaring thunderous anger, the clenched knuckles
gupporting his ample frame on my desk.

The outburst was predictable, indeed had it not come I would have
wondered just what my ex-colleague had done to O,P,T. I calmly said,
"Well hello dear fellow, please simmer down - and sit down, this could
take hours. " ,

Ossey has got his second wind, "Take hours J Don't be stupid,it's
nearly midnight. Tell you bruisers to take me back, Now I'm going =-

AND YOU CAN GET STUFFED, " Ossey made a step towards the door muttering
something about "Nutters, idiots"."I'll wager you don't cross the
threshold" I said, Ossey came to a dead haly. I went on, "Please sit

down, there's a good chap, it's for your benefit I sssure you, " He

turned. 4ppealing to me he asked,"What's gll this in aid of 2 I'm at my
wits end. " He came and sat in the chair. "I'm tired, I can't take anymore."
Searching his pockets in true Turnberry style for hie hankie he continued,
"I've hed it; pleas€.....sil....what is all this sbout, I've been so ill
.and now this....I just....can't....take,.,..any-more J" Ossey began to
cry, speaking between sobs. "Plezse, what,..sob...the hell..,. sob,..do
YOUs o SO0. .. want with.,.sob...me 2" I talked at length with Ossey.

"There's not mich I don't know sbout the Dippy world. I make it my
business to find things out . ((Good grief - it's Mick Bullock ..')) One
might term it a fringe benefit of my work, I know what's happened to you
of late and find it most distasteful. That a (fool) person should be so
gbuged simply to amuse sickens me to the depths of my stomach. "

still sobbing Ossey moaned, "I've been 1l1l, " "Not ill desd fellow,
'had' is more like it. To add insult to your present demise, when one
observes the position in your FOE game, none of your opponents hass used
your resources effectively, Throughout this never ending game it is
transparently obvdous that each in turn have usurped the Turkish units
toward their own éends. Surprisingly they obtained greater gatisfaction
from directly punisghing you, sadistic revenge taking the major role with
game effectiveness ond logic coming a poor second. " Ossey wiped away his
tears, put his hankie away snd listened intently - but sniffed
occesionally, "Italy wes becoming undefeatable, To such an extent I felt
the spplicestion of a little outside pressure necessary to motivate your
release., I convinced the local nick (specisl branch) that..I had reason
to believe you were in fact a Russian spy., They traeced and removed you
within 18 hours. This talk 1s supposed to be an interwiew concerning
your past movements., Of course I shall say that I'd obviously received
a bad lead end you will not be detained in the manner to which you have
so unfortunately become accustomed. Simple dien't it 2"

Ossey tried to grasp the most important detail. "So I've not been ill.
I mean the rabies and all that...it wasn't true and I'm not inssne sfter
all, So a1l the anguish, the pain and torment I've suffered is just
because of Diplomacy ?" I nodded. "The bastards, the absolute vile
rotten bastards. " He then went egilent, attempting to absorb everything
I'd said. He gestured with kis arms and head as if to say I give up. '
"It's badoody ridiculous - they're ill not me, It's insane, the whole thing
is just too daft for words.....the frightening thing is it's happened. ...
‘and to me." sAgein he stopped to think. After a moment he began to 1sugh.
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"you know, I really did believe I was 11l." A mammotly belly-laugh
rocked his body. "It's amazing the way this game grips you isn't 1t??
We went on to talk sgbout generalities. During our talk Ogsey enguired
if he could go home., I replied he could if he so wished but I'd slready
booked him on s cruise bound for Jamaica at the taxpayers expense and
asked 1f he would care to go. We talked somemore and he-accepted the
offer. o '

Bt e #-N-* Wt e %—*—$_¢-m_1_;—#_¥_._Wu*_*-$~*_*-$_*—*-*_*

UNIMASK. VIRGIL QUYLL

Only one more guess received this 1ssue and that was from somebody
who has. already used both his giuesses so I'm going to discount 1t. So -
theré's not much point in printing the list as it is the same as last
igsue, Keith Woodgate leading with 5 votes from John Sandell with 4 votes
and Tain Forsyth with 3.

If you havn't alresdy Voted you are wselcome to do so. You are
allowed two guesses as to the identity of V. Q and I can assure you that
it's not me, If the author gives his nerm1851on I shall unmask him when
the series ends; although I suspect it mey become a continuing qaga

outstripping even Coronatlon Street an@l The Archers d
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POSTAL '_JOT‘TO ~ Round 7

Grahem Box 0 =1=3w=90=4 -1
Peter Calcraft 6) 1 -1 ~2-2-4 -1
S 7) 0 -2 ~-3~0=~2 -2 .
William Forrest No word rsceived One turn behind
Keith Loveys ' 6) 0= 3 -3=1=2=1.....(8ee comments below)
7) 2 -2 -3 =3 -2 -2 ‘
Psul Martin : l] -0 -1 ~2.-2 -1
Tony Mitchell 0~-2-2=0=23-=1
Pamela Perking 2w 0=l =1 =2 -2
Dave Pratt 3 -2 =2 -2 =2 -1
gteve Pratt No word received thres turns behind
Ten Pringle 2 ~-3 -2 =3=-1-2
John Sandell 4 - 1 - 0=~ 3~ 2 -3
Richard Scott 2 -2 -1 ~-1 -4 -2
Richard Sharp 3 -2 =2 =4 -1 -2
Chris Spillett 2 -]l =2 -1~-3«1

My humble apologies to Keith Loveys, I've discovered an error in
the marking of the-6th guess in the lest issue. I only marked him '1°¢
for the fifth word (my fifth word that is) when I should have given
him a '2'. So the correct marking for your 6th guess is reprinted above.

In case anyone is worried that other mis-markings may have slipped
through un~-noticed, let me explain how I try to avoid this., "hen a guess
is received I enter it on that persons sheet listing all his guesses
and markings. I then check it., When I type up the stencil I check it
again, and I elso check the prev1ous word snd that it was correctly
typed up in the last issue. This i1s how I found this mistake,

If snyone has reason to think that they might have been mis-marked
then please gsk and 111 recheck.

Prize money ig of course £2-80 and I estimate that the time is
approaching when the -first guesses of all six words are made, To clarify
the sgituation, if two or mors players make correct guesses on the same
turn then the money is shared. If anyone guesses incorrectly then they
are eliminated.
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LETTERS

RICHARD MANSFIELD : On the whole I enjoyed your last offering with the
: exception of FOElZ, I was somewhat surprised and
' ‘ . certalnly disappeinted that you chose to print

: L 0.N, A. press relating to FOELZ2 and if I were John Jackson I would not
thank you or R S, for his comments., That press, however well intended
and however corrsct it msy have been, should not have been allowed as
this is diplomacy on the part of an outsider using FOE Jo interfere in
a game, As such, and in view of its origin, it could possibly have some
effect, however minimal, and possibly tilt the odds against PFrance
_retalnlng any early advantege he may have, It also encourages additional
pressure on Russia by undermining any efforts he may make through
diplomacy to retrieve his shaky position = it's g bit like waving. a red
rag at a bull (no disrespect intended to the other players).

Both yourself for printing his press, and R 8 for expecting it to
be printed are not to be congratulated for what I feel is an uncslled
for interference in FOR12. I'm sure R, 8, would not have printed L, 0. N, A
in Dolchstoss or any similar pisce submitted by an outsider in sz game
he was GM'ing. Similarly he must remember he is only a spectstor for
FOEl2, unless you intend 4o encourage this sort of interference.

v You have crested an unhealthy precedent which I for one would not
like to see repeated,

I am not for one minute trying to defend Roy Taylor's moves but
surely he must be allowed to play and develop his own style however
controversisl or unususl, Similarly so must the other players, without
_fear of written condemnation from oth1ders. Very few of us play the.
game perfectly (I'm sure in Dippy there's no such thing anyway) but are
we to see o barrage of comment from experienced and respected sources
every time am unususl or gbnormsl move occurs ? If we all played the
geme slong the 'accepted' lines and in.accordance with established
patterns, Dippy would soon lose its appeal and become as boring ss most
other board games (pardon thé pun)..

ROY TAYLOR : Do you allow your resderg to write press in a game they
are not playing in ? If you do, and the press affects the
game causing one pleyer to lose the game, do you think

that's fair ? Needless to ssay, in Jigsaw I allow press from the players

only - it's their gome, not an 8 or 9 person game, Diplomscy games
which have more than 7 players must be classed as varisnts.

T will meke no comment whatgoever concerning the Birks letter of
last issue, Let's face it, it doesn't need one J

(( Right, let's get one point straight shall we, The only press T
accept 1s from players in a game or from players who have previously
been knocked out of the game. Richard Sharp did not write the 1.0, N, A,
press in FOElZ2 last issue - but I'm not saying who did of course J))

RICHARD SHARP : I feel obliged to comment on your Turkish opening

) piece. I disagree with your basic assumption thest

Turkey cannot afford to let Russia into BLA. For

- instance, T 4id this. in Jigsaw¥*Dvorak: the only unfortunste result was
that my position became &0 strong that Austris stabbed me J Of coursse
Russia must not let Turkey in, but the reverse is not true, My view is
that if Turkey thinke he cen get BLA he should take it; but if he expects
Russia to go there he should let him do so. IT's s coqt—nothlng play:
if Russis goess to BLA he will almost ceértainly need that fleet to make
sure of Rum in the Autumn, and is most unlikely to use the fleet for s
speculative attsck on a Turkish home centre (odds of 50-50 gt best), If
Turkey and Russls are to ally, Turkey snould let Russis take BLA snd
~give him a choice thereafter: either vagcate BLA in Autumn 1901, and
‘subsequently allow his southern fleet to be annihilated; or move the
fleet out through Con in 1902 T am convinced this plan is worksble,






